The

North Carolina

Historical Review

VoLuMmE LXV PuBLISHED IN OCTOBER, 1988 NUMBER 4
CONTENTS
The Rosenwald Schools and Black Education in North Carolina ........ 387

THoMAS W. HANCHETT

One Recumbent Too Many: Duke University and the
Ackland Art MUSEUI .............ceeeveeemeemesoseeeeseeeeeeeoeooeoeoeooeoooeeooon 445

RoBERT F. DURDEN

County Division: A Forgotten Issue in Antebellum
North Carolina Politics, Part IT .........ooooeoovvevoooreoooooooooooooo 469

Copyright, 1988, North Carolina Division of Archives and History.

THE NORTH CAROLINA HISTORICAL REVIEW

The Rosenwald Schools and
Black Education in North Carolina

By Tnomas W. HANCHETT*

Today the structures stand almost forgotten, scattered across the North
Carolina countryside. Some are now houses, businesses, or barns. Others—
particularly those that stand next to churches as community halls—still
retain the large banks of windows that mark them as school buildings.
These are Rosenwald Fund schools, landmarks in the history of Afro-
American education.

Conceived in the 1910s by black educator Booker T. Washington and his
Tuskegee Institute staff, the Rosenwald program represented a massive
effort to improve black rural schooling in the South through public-private
partnership. The name came from philanthropist Julius Rosenwald, presi-
dent of Sears, Roebuck and Company. Rosenwald offered matching grants
to rural communities interested in building black schools.! Washington and
Rosenwald hoped not only to improve black school facilities but also to
promote black-white cooperation in those dark days of Jim Crow and spur
southern localities to increase support for black education.

In the short run, the Rosenwald Fund had an impressive effect. By the
early 1930s thousands of old shanty schoolhouses had been replaced with
new, larger structures constructed from modern standardized plans. Over
5,300 Rosenwald buildings blanketed fifteen southern states.2 More were
erected in North Carolina than in any other state. Through a combination of
active leadership in the state Department of Public Instruction and
enthusiastic fund raising by blacks at the grass-roots level, North Carolina
constructed over 800 Rosenwald buildings.

While the Rosenwald effort dramatically improved black rural school
facilities, the program did not have the far-reaching impact that its
originators envisioned. Rosenwald grants and black “volunteerism” at the

*Mr. Hanchett is a doctoral student in history at the University of North Carolina at Chapel
Hill. The author wishes to thank Dr. Dan L. Morrill, Dr. Nell Irvin Painter, and Dr. George
Brown Tindall for their comments on an earlier draft of this article.

'The only full-length book on the Rosenwald Fund is Edwin R. Embree and Julia Waxman,
Investment in People: The Story of The Julius Rosenwald Fund (New York: Harper and
Brothers, 1949), hereinafter cited as Embree and Waxman, Investment in People. For a brief
overview of the fund in the context of philanthropic aid to southern education, see C. Vann
Woodward, Origins of the New South, 1877-1913 (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University
Press, 1951), 396-406, hereinafter cited as Woodward, Origins of the New South, and George
Brown Tindall, The Emergence of the New South, 1913-1945 (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State
University Press, 1967), 268-272, hereinafter cited as Tindall, Emergence of the New South.

2Embree and Waxman, Investment in People, 51.
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local level proved no match for the attitudes of southern whites. School
boards continued to let public investment in black education lag ever further
behind that in white schools. The Rosenwald Fund shut down its school-
building program in 1932 and turned to other avenues to promote interracial
cooperation. The problem of school inequality would not begin to crack until
a generation later, under pressure from a very different strategy. Starting
slowly in the 1950s with the United States Supreme Court decisions Sweatt
v. Painter and Brown v. Board of Education and accelerating through the
1960s and into the 1970s, Afro-American activists and white liberals
brought the power of the United States government to bear on southern
school boards.

This essay explores North Carolina’s experience with the Rosenwald
school-building program. It takes as a case study Mecklenburg County,
where black farmers won grants to construct twenty-six of the new schools.
Mecklenburg is of interest not only as a representative Rosenwald county,
but also because the Supreme Court’s landmark ruling in Swann v.
Charlotte-Mecklenburg Board of Education (1971) inaugurated court-ordered
busing of public school students to achieve racial balance.

Public education for Afro-Americans in North Carolina began in the
1860s at the impetus of the federal government. The Bureau of Refugees,
Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands (Freedmen’s Bureau), established in
March, 1865, to assist former slaves, started dozens of schools throughout
the state during the Civil War and Reconstruction.3 After 1868 local
communities gradually took up the task of public schooling for both whites
and blacks. In Mecklenburg County, for example, black schools stood in
each rural township by 1871, and in 1874 the county had thirty-four schools
for Negroes and forty-six for whites.* Cities like Charlotte sometimes built
“graded schools” with separate rooms for each grade. Butin the countryside,
schools were one-room facilities.

Poverty and localism were the overriding factors in southern rural
education in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, as historian
William Link has pointed out in his recent study of Virginia.5 Americans
believed that schooling was the business of the local community, and the
local community alone. Except for the short-lived Freedmen’s Bureau, the
federal government took no direct part in local education, and the states
offered only minimal support.

*John Hope Franklin, From Slavery to Freedom: A History of Negro Americans (New York:
Random House, third edition, 1969), 308-309, hereinafter cited as Franklin, From Slavery to
Freedom; Joe A. Mobley, James City: A Black Community in North Carolina, 1863-1900
(Raleigh: Division of Archives and History, Department of Cultural Resources, 1981), 29-30.
The Freedmen’s Bureau ended its educational work in 1869.

‘Daniel A. Tompkins, History of Mecklenburg County and the City of Charlotte from 1740 to
1903 (Charlotte: Observer Printing House, 1903), 166; Janette Thomas Greenwood, The Black
Experiencein Charlotte-Mecklenburg, 1850-1920: A Teaching Packet for Charlotte-Mecklenburg
Teachers (Charlotte: Charlotte-Mecklenburg Historic Properties Commission, 1984), section 3,
p. 31, hereinafter cited as Greenwood, The Black Experience in Charlotte-Mecklenburg.

SWilliam A. Link, A Hard Country and a Lonely Place: Schooling, Society, and Reform in
Rural Virginia, 1870-1920 (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1986), hereinafter
cited as Link, A Hard Country. See also George R. Metcalf, From Little Rock to Boston: The
History of School Desegregation (Westport, Connecticut: Greenwood Press, 1983), 4-6, herein-
after cited as Metcalf, From Little Rock to Boston.
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Mecklenburg County records listed additional schools during the 1880s
and 1890s, but for black children the situation remained much as Chesnutt
had found it. Black rural education was sorely substandard. At the
beginning of the twentieth century, one in five white North Carolinians
grew to adulthood without learning to read. Among blacks theilliteracy rate
was one in two.?

Around the turn of the century, new forces began to buffet black
education. The most powerful was disfranchisement. In 1900 North Caro-
lina joined other former Confederate states in eliminating blacks from the
political process by adopting a constitutional amendment requiring that
citizens pass a literacy test before they could register to vote. The test was a
way for well-to-do white Democrats, as the Charlotte Observer putit, to “rid
themselves of the dangers of the rule of negroes and the lower class of
whites.”1° Poor whites got a temporary reprieve in the form of a “grand-
father” clause that “provided that no person . .. entitled to vote on or before
January 1, 1867, or his lineal descendant, should be denied registration by
reason of his failure to possess the educational qualifications, provided he
shall have registered prior to December 1, 1908.”1! Of course, black North
Carolinians, barred from registering before 1867, were effectively stripped
of their political rights if they could not pass the literacy test.

Disfranchisement was accompanied by a rising tide of Jim Crow laws,
which ordained racial segregation in public places. Discrimination in
education was spurred on by the United States Supreme Court’s landmark
decision in Plessy v. Ferguson (1896), which sanctioned “separate but
equal” treatment for black citizens. In the South, where school facilities had
always been separate but never equal, Plessy v. Ferguson emboldened men
who wanted to direct scarce resources to white schools.!? Legislators in
North Carolina offered an amendment to the state constitution in 1901 that
would have mandated that black schools belocally funded only in proportion
to the black share of the county taxes.!3 Since blacks were poor and paid a

9Woodward, Origins of the New South, 400.

10Charlotte Observer as quoted in Woodward, Origins of the New South, 331. Recent
discussions of the political, economic, and class conflicts embodied in the disfranchisement
campaign include J. Morgan Kausser, The Shaping of Southern Politics: Suffrage Restriction
and the Establishment of the One-Party South, 1880-1910 (New Haven: Yale University Press,
1974); H. Leon Prather, Resurgent Politics and Educational Progressivism in the New South:
North Carolina, 1890-1913 (Rutherford, New Jersey: Fairleigh Dickinson University Press,
1979); and Paul D. Escott, Many Excellent People: Power and Privilege in North Carolina,
1850-1900 (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1985).

1 Hugh Talmage Lefler and Albert Ray Newsome, North Carolina: The History of a Southern
State (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, third edition, 1973), 560.

12 ouis R. Harlan, Separate and Unequal: Public School Campaigns and Racism in the
Southern Seaboard States, 1901-1915 (New York: Atheneum, 1969), 12, hereinafter cited as
Harlan, Separate and Unequal. A good overview of black education and American law is
Richard Kluger, Simple Justice: The History of BROWN v. Boarp oF EpucaTioN (New York:
Alfred A. Knopf, 1975), hereinafter cited as Kluger, Simple Justice. The standard work on the
rise of Jim Crow laws is C. Vann Woodward, The Strange Career of Jim Crow (New York:
Oxford University Press, second revised edition, 1966).

13“Negro Education,” State School, X (March, 1938), 1. An earlier law mandating proportional
outlay had been judged unconstitutional by the North Carolina Supreme Courtin 1886. Dennis
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minuscule part of county levies, this “equality” would have ensured
substandard schools for them. The amendment failed to pass, but, nonethe-
less, local school outlays closely reflected the tax-payment differential
between the races.

At the same time, major changes were under way in the funding of white
public education. In 1898 a group of southern leaders and northern
philanthropists began meeting annually at the Conference for Education in
the South.'* Under the direction of department store magnate Robert
Ogden, the conferences started a flow of northern private money into
southern educational reform. The Southern Education Board (SEB) and the
Rockefeller-funded General Education Board (GEB)—private groups despite
their official-sounding names—were set up to channel the philanthropic
funds and coordinate school improvements across the South. The ultimate
aim was to bolster the economic well-being of the South. Backed by grass-
roots organizations such as the Women'’s Association for the Betterment of
Public Schools in North Carolina, the SEB and the early GEB focused
primarily on white education.!5 During the early years of the new century,
historian Louis R. Harlan has shown, disparities between black and white
schooling actually increased. 16

Booker T. Washington, the era’s major Afro-American leader, viewed the
new developments with dismay. Washington had risen to acclaim in the
1880s and 1890s on his success as an educator and founder of Tuskegee
Institutein Alabama. Washington felt that Afro-Americans’ chief problems
were economic, and he saw “industrial education” in practical skills as their
route out of poverty. According to him, achieving economic success in a
materialistic America was a stronger strategy than for blacks to win social
acceptance simply by demanding voting rights and social equality. “I would
set no limits to the attainment of the Negro in arts, in letters, or in
statesmanship, but I believe the surest way to reach those ends is by laying
the foundation in the little things of life that lie immediately about one’s
door,” Washington declared. “I plead for industrial development of the

Hargrove Cooke, The White Superintendent in the Negro Schools in North Carolina (Nashville,
Tennessee: George Peabody College for Teachers, 1930), 17. Constitutional amendments were
voted down in 1901 and 1903 at the urging of Governor Charles B. Aycock, who evidently feared
that such blatant discrimination might provoke “opponents of the disfranchisement amend-
ment to seek a judicial review of the entire educational and voting rights of Negroes.” William
Eskridge King, “The Era of Progressive Reform in Southern Education: The Growth of Public
Schools in North Carolina” (unpublished doctoral dissertation, Duke University, Durham,
1969), 257-258, hereinafter cited as King, “Era of Progressive Reform.”

"*Link, A Hard Country, 81-123; Charles William Dabney, Universal Education in the South
(Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2 volumes, 1936), volume 2.

15Link, A Hard Country, 102-123; James L. Leloudis II, “School Reforms in the New South:
The Women’s Association for the Betterment of Public Schools in North Carolina, 1902-1919,”
Journal of American History, 69 (March, 1983), 886-909.

‘$Harlan, Separate and Unrequal; Link, A Hard Country, 103; Carl V. Harris, “Stability and
Change in Discrimination against Black Public Schools: Birmingham, Alabama, 1871-1931,”
Journal of Southern History, L1 (August, 1985), 375-416.
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Negro not because I want to cramp him, but because I want to free him. I
want to see him enter the all-powerful business and commercial world.”1”

The message had great appeal among both blacks and whites. Wash-

ington’s willingness to accommodate to white views on voting and social
equality did anger a contingent of outspoken blacks led by W. E. B. Du Bois,
whoin 1909-1910 founded the National Association for the Advancement of
Colored People (NAACP) to pursue the social and political strategies.
Washington had put aside.'®* Many Afro-Americans, however, faced with
overt white hostility to noneconomic advancement, chose to follow Washing-
ton’s lead. Moreover, Washington’s persistent and persuasive arguments
convinced America’s wealthy white industrialists to provide an unprecedent-
ed font of philanthropic funds for a wide variety of imaginative programs
designed to uplift black America.

From the Civil War onward, there had been a tradition of northern
philanthropic support for southern black education, but its main focus had
been the training of teachers. Private philanthropies like the George
Peabody Fund and the John F. Slater Fund provided money mostly for
colleges and preparatory schools.!® Religious groups took the same focus.
The American Missionary Association, which initially conducted elemen-
tary schools, turned its attentions to upper-level education after 1870.20 In
North Carolina the Presbyterian church had founded Barber-Scotia College
at Concord and Charlotte’s Biddle Institute (later Johnson C. Smith
University), the Episcopalians started St. Augustine College at Raleigh,
and the African Methodist Episcopal Zion (AME Zion) denomination
established Livingstone College at Salisbury.2! Booker T. Washington now
realized that such efforts—including his own Tuskegee Institute—were not

enough.?? Direct aid was needed for rural public education at the elementary
school level.

\"Franklin, From Slavery to Freedom, 392-393; Louis R. Harlan, Booker T. Washington: The
Wizard of Tuskegee, 1901-1915 (New York: Oxford University Press, 1983), hereinafter cited as
Harlan, Wizard of Tuskegee. For an opposing view of Washington’s strategy, see Donald
Spivey, Schooling for the New Slavery: Black Industrial Education, 1868-1915 (Westport,
Connecticut: Greenwood Press, 1978).

*Franklin, From Slavery to Freedom, 446-447; Harlan, Wizard of Tuskegee, 359-378.

!N. C. Newbold, “Common School for Negroes in the South,” Annals of the American
Academy of Political and Social Science, CXXXX (November, 1928), 3-5, hereinafter cited as
Newbold, “Common Schools for Negroes”; Embree and Waxman, Investment in People, 56-57;
Morris R. Werner, Julius Rosenwald: The Life of a Practical Humanitarian (New York: Harper
and Brothers, 1939), 112-114, hereinafter cited as Werner, Julius Rosenwald.

20Linda M. Perkins, “The Black Female American Missionary Association Teacher in the
South, 1861-1870,” in Jeffrey J. Crow and Flora J. Hatley (eds.), Black Americans in North
Carolina and the South (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1984), 130; H. Paul
Douglass, Christian Reconstruction in the South (Boston: Pilgrim Press, 1909).

2iInez Moore Parker, The Rise and Decline of the Program of Education for Black
Presbyterians of the United Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., 1865-1970 (San Antonio: Trinity
University Press, 1977), hereinafter cited as Parker, Education for Black Presbyterians; David
Brown, “Saint Augustine’s College,” in Linda Harris (ed.), Early Raleigh Neighborhoods
(Raleigh: City of Raleigh, 1983), 25.

22By 1912 Washington “was urging Tuskegee’s graduates not to found any more little

industrial schools in imitation of Tuskegee, but instead to work at improving the public
schools.” Harlan, Wizard of Tuskegee, 186.
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Schools with two, three, and four classrooms were the most common Rosenwald structures,
but the fund provided designs for buildings ranging in size from one classroom (called one-
teacher schools) to seven classrooms (or seven-teacher schools). The seven-teacher school
(above) was built on Watkins Street in Asheboro in the mid-1920s as the Randolph County

grants to black communities near Tuskegee that wanted to build rural
elementary schools.?” Rosenwald agreed, stipulating that each community
had to raise its own funds to match the gift. In 1913 the first “Rosenwald
School” was dedicated in Alabama.? By the time that BookerT. Washington
died in 1915, Rosenwald had already personally given matching money for
some eighty black schools in a three-state area. Two years later Rosenwald
established the Julius Rosenwald Fund to continue and expand his
charitable activities.

The fund was incorporated in Chicago on October 30, 1917, during the
heyday of the creation of America’s great foundations—-including the Ford,
Reynolds, and Duke endowments.?® Among the best-known efforts of the
period was steel magnate Andrew Carnegie’s matching fund for the

*Embree and Waxman, Investment in People, 42.
2Embree and Waxman, Investment in People, 42. Rosenwald, in fact, did not entirely stop
giving money from his private fortune after the fund was organized.
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398 TroMAS W. HANCHETT
construction of publiclibraries, active between 1889 and 1919.3° Washington
and Rosenwald may have taken the Carnegie Foundation effort as a model
for their schoolhouse project, especially since Carnegie was among Washing-
ton’s closest supporters. Rosenwald schools, however, quickly outnumbered
the 1,412 Carnegie libraries.

Forits first dozen years, rural school construction would be the Rosenwald
Fund’s major focus, accounting for all but $600,000 of the first $4,000,000
spent.3! At the start the program covered fourteen states: Alabama,
Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maryland, Mississippi,
North Carolina, Oklahoma, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, and
Virginia. Missouri was soon added. The border state of Delaware did not
participate in the Rosenwald program, but it did have a similar fund
provided by industrialist Pierre S. du Pont.

Rosenwald assistant Edwin R. Embree later recalled that Julius

Rosenwald had two overriding reasons for giving to the cause of black
education. The first of those, explained Embree, was “
agencies to take a larger share of social responsibility. L
of the New Deal—as far back as 1915—he recognized
complex society the state must assume increasingly the burdens of education
and health and a multitude of other functions which in a simpler era were
carried on by private charity or individual initiative.”32

The other of Rosenwald’s basic purposes was to spur a pattern of

cooperation that would bring lasting change, well beyond the life of the
grant for schoolhouse construction. Rosenwald insisted that

to stimulate public
ong before the days
clearly in modern

Certain definite conditions had to be met before the Fund would consider [making]a
contribution. A school had to represent common effort by the state and county
authorities and the local colored and white citizens. The state and county had to
contribute to the building and agree to maintain it as a regular part of the public-
school system. White citizens had to take an interest and contribute part of the
money, since it was felt that white leadership was essential to the success of the
program in the South. Usually land for the school was deeded to the state or county

asthegift of alocal white man. And the Negroes themselves had to show their desire
for education by making gifts of money or labor, usually both.

Embree stressed that “The program was projected not merely as a series of
schoolhouses, but as a community enterprise in cooperation between
citizens and officials, white and colored.”3?

Establishment of the Julius Rosenwald Fund completed the interlocking
array of philanthropies that Booker T. Washington helped assemble to
uplift black education in the South. Its schoolhouses quickly became the

%Communities in every state except Delaware and Rhode Island received grants for
Carnegie libraries. Susan Spaeth Cherry, “Carnegies Live,” American Libraries, XII (April,
1981), 184-188, 218. For more background on libraries, see George Bobinski, Carnegie Libraries
(Chicago: American Library Association, 1969).

31Embree and Waxman, Investment in People, 29.

32Embree and Waxman, Investment in People, 17-18.

33Embree and Waxman, Investment in People, 39.
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Rosenwald plans incorporated the most up-to-date designs in American
rural school architecture.?8 With electricity unavailable in most rural areas,
the principal concern was the maximization of natural light. The Rosenwald
designs used groupings of tall, double-hung sash windows oriented to catch
only east-west sunshine. That pattern was based on the work of Fletcher B.

Dresslar, one of America’s major theoreticians on school architecture and
ys at George Peabody

Smith’s favorite professor during his student da;
College for Teachers in Nashville. Dresslar lectured that “in warm weather
southern exposure is more uncomfortable all day long than either east or
west exposure and ventilation through windows more difficult because of
the necessity of partially closing the windows with shades.” Dresslar
argued that “on dark days a northern light will not command sufficient
light for children to do their work safely.”?® Smith drew two separate
versions of each plan, so that no matter what the site, a community could
construct a building with proper east-west classroom orientation.

Interior color schemes, seating plans, and even window shade arrange-
ments were specified to make the fullest use of sunlight. The specifications
required tan window shades rather than the more opaque traditional green,
preferably with two shades per window for more accurate regulation of
light. Floor plans always showed seating arrangements with the windows
at the children’s left side; that way the pupils’ writing arms would not cast
shadows on their desk tops. (This worked only for the right-handed
majority, of course.) Light paint colors were deemed essential, to reflect
maximum illumination. The fund permitted only two interior paint treat-
ments: a cream ceiling with buff walls and walnut-stained wainscoting or
dado or an ivory cream ceiling with light gray walls and walnut-stained
wainscoting or dado. The layout was planned to be “simple and efficient,”
omitting corridors wherever possible.*?

In two particular interior design features, Rosenwald schools reflected
Progressive-era educational thought. The rallying cry of reformers of the
day was to reunite the school with the “real-life” experiences of the
community. Toward this objective, each Rosenwald school included an
“industrial room,” abit smallerthana regular classroom, where girls could
be taught “sewing and cooking and the boys farming and simple work with

“material culture” of southern rural schools in the

period is Susan Margaret Giamo, “‘Health, Neatness, Comfort, Order and Beauty in the
Schoolroom’ The Campaign to Improve Material Conditions in South Carolina’s Public
Schools, 1903-1920” (unpublished master’s thesis, University of South Carolina, Columbia,
1986). Despite their large number, Rosenwald schools—and black schools in general—have
been neglected in the two most recent books on American rural school architecture: Andrew
Gullifod, America’s Country Schools (Washington, D.C.: Preservation Press, 1984), and Eric
Sloane, The Little Red Schoolhouse (New York: Doubleday and Company, 1972). For a look at
rural school design in another section of the United States in the 1880s-1930s era, see Kingston
Heath, “A Dying Heritage: One-Room Schools of Gallatin, Montana,” in Camille Wells (ed.),
Perspectives in Vernacular Architecture (Annapolis, Maryland: Vernacular Architecture
Forum, 2 volumes, 1982), I, 201-216.
39Dresslar, Report on the Rosenwald School Buildings, 9-10.

108mith, Community School Plans, 29.

380ne useful secondary source on the
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Rosenwald plans incorporated the most up-to-date designs in American rural school archi-
tecture. The three-teacher facility in the drawing above was designed “to face east or west
only.” The schools originally had no electricity, and to maximize natural light the plan
included detailed suggestions for window placement, desk orientation, blackboard location,
and other arrangements. A movable partition allowed the two rear classrooms to be com.
bined into a community meeting space. A variation of the same building appears on the
adjacent page. That model was intended “to face north or south only” to take the best
advantage of natural light. Each Rosenwald school plan usually had two such versions.
Drawings from Smith, Community School Plans.
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1 Embree and Waxman, Investment in }’eoplq, 39; Samfxel. I} %pzr‘x:ﬁr,l ;)] ;5,) };(1)?5;}&
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i 1 movement toward rural vocat : , see ¢

léitcelr(ngi!r':)u;i?eoﬁzggfﬁfzz;li?mrgf the School: Progressivism in American Education, 1 876-1957

(New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1961), 41-49.
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Most of the Rosenwald facilities were schoolhouses, but the fund also provided for a few

teachers’ houses (above) and encouraged i i
! ged the construction of sanit; j
page). Drawings from Smith, Community School Plans. ary outhouses (adjacent

purpose emerged in northern cities in the 1890s and extended to rural are

c as
by .the ‘19103:42 Samuel L. Smith noted that “the best modern school is one
which is designed to serve the entire community for twelve months in the
year. . . . Whenever possible a good auditorium, large enough to seat the

77f;ioel H. Spring, Education and the Rise of the Corporate State (Boston: Beacon Press, 1972),
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entire community, should be erected in connection with every comr.nfm.lty
school. If there are not sufficient funds for an auditorium, tyvo ad]oml’r,)g
classrooms with movable partitions may be made to serve this purpose.
Exterior architecture was straightforward, with only the bflrgst hint of
Colonial or Bungalow trim, then the popular styles. All bul'ldmgs were
one-story tall, a characteristic that would not become prevalentin American
schools for another generation. Construction specifications matched'th.ose
of a good suburban house of the day—often making the Rosenwald building
the envy of white country neighbors. Though a handful of thg larggst
schools had brick exteriors, most were sheathed in weatherboard, with brick
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chimneys to carry the smoke from the stoves that stood in each classroom.
The Community School Plans booklet suggested three exterior color
schemes: “White trimmed in gray or gray trimmed in white would be
attractive. If it is desired to use a wood preservative stain, a nut brown
trimmed in white or cream would be satisfactory.” Smith recommended a
minimum two-acre site, with the school located near one corner, to “give
ample space for the schoolhouse, two sanitary privies, a teacher’s home,
playgrounds for the boys and girls, a plot for agricultural demonstrations,
and proper landscaping.”?

The Rosenwald system stipulated that fund activities be channeled
through the state education departments of the southern states.** Rosenwald
officials thus hoped to build a lasting commitment to black education at the
state level by creating a network of knowledgeable, dedicated administra-
tors.

In the early 1910s the GEB had provided money to help southern states
hire administrators to deal specifically with rural schools. North Carolina
was the second state (after Virginia) to appropriate the required matching
funds, and in 1913 the state appointed two “agents for rural schools,” one for
white facilities and one for black.** N. C. Newbold was the choice for “Negro
agent,” as the latter position was known, and he proved to be an exceptional-
ly able leader.

A white man trained at Trinity College (latér Duke University), Newbold
had taught in Asheboro and Roxboro and worked as superintendent of
schools in Washington County before being hired as N egro agent.‘¢ Henow
made black education his life work, serving thirty-seven years in the same
position despite offers “to accept more lucrative educational jobs,” according
to Samuel L. Smith. Newbold’s “broad experience, . . . sympathetic attitude
and great enthusiasm” won the respect of fellow educators and of rural
blacks and whites as well.* He exhibited a commitment to black participa-
tion, routinely hiring black administrators. He demonstrated particular
skill in convincing state legislators and localities to allocate money to
match foundation grants, and as a result North Carolina consistently
ranked among the first states to embark on new projects. Through a
combination of diplomacy and persistence, Newbold built one of the largest
black education staffs in the South and took the lead in school construction.

Newbold’s enthusiasm for Rosenwald schools predated formal creation of
the fund. In 1915 Newbold arranged with Julius Rosenwald for the

#Smith, Community School Plans, 1.

#4Samuel L. Smith, Builders of Goodwill: The Storyofthe State Agents of Negro Education in
the South, 1910 to 1950 (Nashville, Tennessee: Tennessee Book Company, 1950), hereinafter
cited as Smith, Builders of Goodwill.

**Smith, Builders of Goodwill, 12-13.

¢Smith, Builders of Gooduwill, 12-13; A. M. Proctor, “N. C. Newbold, ’95, and Negro
Education,” Trinity Alumni Register (April, 1924), 158-160; Hugh Victor Brown, E-Qual-ity
Education in North Carolina among Negroes (Raleigh: Irving-Swain Press, 1964), 93-95,
107-108; Hugh Victor Brown, A History of the Education of Negroes in North Carolina
(Raleigh: Irving-Swain Press, 1961), 49-65, 139-140. Newbold retired in 1950 and died at his
home in Raleigh, December 23, 1957. Duke Alumni Register, IV (February, 1958), 32.

47Smith, Builders of Goodwill, 12-13.
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North Carolina Director of Negro Education Nathan Carter Newbold dellllmnstt:aft{lex(lid(;o?(;
siderable skill in convincing state legislators and local governmentspt;‘) :10 ocah Dunds to
match foundation grants for the construction of Rosenwald schools. Photograp

files of the Division of Archives and History.

construction of one of the first schoolhouses o.u.tsi(.ie the Tuskegee a.ltrea. Oar;
October 8, 1915, the school—a two-teacher famhty_ in Chow?n Cc;lug‘l)égv:he
completed and inspected.*® The black commumt.y contribute A J,l‘us
white community and the schoofl. systtetm1 f}u;llzlzlgd $836, and Juli
imself provided $300, for a total of $1,622. o '
R%ﬂzﬂi }lgcr)l;:flwgld Fund was established in 1917,.01.1e ofits first af:t:(;g:
was to offer each state a grant tohelp hirea black.anlnlstljator ﬁ) aSSl; the
white “Negro Agent.” Not all states ‘were willing to insta 19&11% [
American in such a position of responsibility. Nonetheless, by 1918 blac
assistants were at work in North Carolina, Al.aballna, Arkansas, bian chgé
Louisiana, Tennessee, and Virginia. They excited interest amon% acks o
schools and helped communities raise money to quz_lllfy for losi‘nw?he
schools. They also obtained funds for county tra.mmg scl;oo s, ()(x)'ther
employment of Jeanes supervisors, and for lengthening school terms.

#8William F. Credle, “The Julius Rosenwald Fund in North Carolina,” North Carolina
Teacher, 1 (June, 1925), 290-291.
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duties included various tasks designed by county public school superintend-
ents when the assistants visited their counties.*® C. H. Moore of Greensboro
became Newbold’s first black assistant.

As worl; increased, the states’ offices of Negro education began to hire
yvh{tg assistants as well under a new program funded by the GEB. Those
individuals either had special training in education or were sent i)ack to
college for graduate study. Their responsibilities were quite different from
the.grass-roots fund-raising work of their black counterparts. The white
ass1stapts had training in curriculum development, rural and secondary
education, and schoolhouse planning and sanitation. They brought an
element of 'professionalism to the development of black schools, and they—
but not their black co-workers—were eligible to succeed the “Neg;*o Agent.”50
Through Newbold’s urging, North Carolina in July, 1919, became the fi'rst
state to hire a white assistant under the program—one A.’ T. Atmore.5!

'Iq }921 the North Carolina General Assembly formally create-d the
D1v1swn‘ of Negro Education within the State Department of Public
Instruction.5? The staff consisted of Director Newbold and five administra-
tors_, t.hree black and two white, plus a secretary and two stenographers.53 In
addition to directing the Rosenwald program, the office supervised l;lack
state colleges and other teacher training activities, oversaw black high
school and elementary school education, and eventually also administered
North Carolina’s Jeanes program.5

The Rosenwald system remained an integral part of the division’s efforts
thrqugh the agency’s first decade. By the time the Rosenwald Fund closed
out its construction effort in 1932, North Carolina had constructed 813
Rosenwald buildings, far more than any other state. This achievement was
well aheaq of second-place Mississippi, which erected 633, and third-place
Eexas, which built 527. O’f the North Carolina projects, 787 were school-
: }(1)(1)1;:?5,5 18 were teachers’ residences, and 8 were industrial education

As N.ewbold became busy with overseeing the entire Division of Negro
Education, the responsibility for the success of North Carolina’s Rosenwald

498mith, Builders of Goodwill, 43-44. The offer was “t i
Negren oo Builde , i was “to pay one-half thg salary of a trained
g gmd ) :;le nlsl:a :.?’Ch southern state, on condition that the state provide at least half the

5°Sm§th, Builders of Goodwill, 43-44.

sme!th, Builders of Goodwill, 43-44.

:;gmxlt;\ésBlﬂilders of Goodwill, 56-57.

y the Division of Negro Education had, in addition to Di i
| [ . t y irector Newbold,
;%e(r)r(n)l();ers, with the following salaries: assistant director, $3,300; supervisor 0; §02em:;%g ;‘uﬂ:gf
sta;t J‘ secretary, $13800; Jeanes F_und clerk, $1,500; supervisor of Rosenwald buildings, $2 550
Ongq ::sx;e; stt;l];eévmor, ]$éa950; ?1gh gchool supervisor, $2,950; stenographer, $1,200 “,Ou;;liné
est t eneral Education Board for Development of a Statewide P rogram
Education in North Carolina,” 1928, Articl d icion o N T
r A X Speeches, Division of N Ed i
North Carolina Department of Public Instruc‘:iso?lliie hi ivision of Archives and
: : t ] cords, Archives, D i
Hgs‘tﬁzill:alg%};, hgrelz:in(agtir Fclted as Division of Negro Educati:r?sRecl::tsilson of Archives and
n C. Newbold (ed.), Five Ni ] i
Ngsrltah (ll)arolina kit ;(-};6. orth Carolina Negro Educators (Chapel Hill: University of
mbree and Waxman, Investment in People, 50-51; R ]
Tranbree 2 , Inv : ple, 50-51; Report on Schoolhouse Construction,
Pt 11%% 2a)fzon, and School Libraries to July 1, 1932 (Nashville, Tennessee: Julius Rosenwald
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program increasingly fell to his deputies.5 When the Division of Negro
Education was formed in 1921, Newbold replaced his assistants Atmore and
Moore with William F. Credle (white) and George E. Davis (black). The two
new men proved adept at working with Rosenwald officials, local school
boards, and particularly with black farm families across North Carolina—
the grass-roots supporters of the Rosenwald effort.

William Frontis Credle, the white assistant, took the title “Supervisor of
the Rosenwald Fund” for North Carolina. A University of North Carolina
graduate, Credle, like Newbold, was a former county school superintendent,
having served in his native Hyde County before leaving for an army stintin
World War 157 In 1921 he joined the Division of Negro Educationin a double
role, both as Rosenwald deputy and as assistant director of schoolhouse
planning, advising local communities both black and white. In his
Rosenwald work, Credle divided his time between his Raleigh office, where
he prepared project budgets and served as liaison with fund officials, and
the field, where he consulted with communities considering schools, in-
spected completed projects, and arranged grant payments.

The summer after Credle began work, Newbold sent him to George
Peabody College for Teachers in Nashville to take graduate courses in
“schoolhouse planning and sanitation” under Dr. Fletcher B. Dresslar,
Samuel L. Smith’s old mentor. Credle’s abilities caught Smith’s eye; North
Carolina’s Rosenwald leadership, Smith later wrote, was “largely ... a
result of the specially trained assistant state agent.”%8 In 1929 Smith called
Credle to Nashville to help administer the South’s entire schoolhouse
building program in its last years. Julius Rosenwald is said to have joked,
“Go ahead and employ him. He is building so many schools in North
Carolina we will save money by bringing him into our office.”s?

Credle’s black counterpart in the Division of Negro Education was Dr.
George Edward Davis, officially titled “Supervisor of Rosenwald Build-
ings.” Davis was born in Wilmington, North Carolina, on March 24, 1863.
According to author Arthur B. Caldwell, Davis’s father, Edward Alexander
Davis, served for thirty years as amember of the police force of Wilmington.
George Davis’s upbringing was unusually privileged for a nineteenth-
century black youth, but his childhood and early adulthood included a
variety of experiences that provided valuable background for the future

56Smith, Builders of Goodwill, 177. See also General Correspondence of Director, Division of
Negro Education Records.

57 Peabody Reflector and Alumni News (November, 1937), 391; News and Observer (Raleigh),
October 28, 1950, hereinafter cited as News and Observer; Author’s interview with Mrs. Ethel
Pouncey (Credle’s widow), Raleigh, May 24, 1988 (notes on interview in possession of author).

58Smith, Builders of Goodwill, 48-49.

58mith, Builders of Goodwill, 48-49.

60Arthur B. Caldwell (ed.), History of the American Negro and His Institutions (Atlanta: A.B.
Caldwell Publishing, 4 volumes, 1921), IV, 52-54, hereinafter cited as Caldwell, History of the
American Negro; Greensboro Daily News, January 13, 1959; Greensboro Record, January 12,
1959. See also Inez Moore Parker, The Biddle-Johnson C. Smith University Story (Charlotte:
Charlotte Publishing, 1973), 8-9; William H. Huffman, “Dr. George E. Davis House: Survey and
Research Report,” unpublished report, Charlotte-Mecklenburg Historic Properties Commission,

Charlotte, 1984.
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When the Division of Negro Education was created formally within the State Department
of Public Instruction in 1921, Director N. C. Newbold appointed William F. Credle (above), a
white man, as one of his two assistants. For his other assistant, Newbold employed Dr.
George E. Davis, a black man, shown second from the right in the rear row of the family
photograph on the adjacent page. Portrait of Credle courtesy of Ms. Ethel Pouncey. Photo-
graph of Davis and family from Arthur B. Caldwell (ed.), History of the American Negro
and His Institutions (Atlanta: A. B. Caldwell Publishing, 4 volumes, 1921), IV.

Rosenwald officer.®! After attending Wilmington’s Gregory Institute, Davis
taught school in Laurinburg in his late teens. He then went to Charlotte’s

Biddle Institute, the keystone of the Presbyterian church’s missionary
efforts in black education for the Southeast.

Davis did graduate work at Howard University in Washington, D.C., then
returned to Charlotte in 1885 to become Biddle University’s first black
professor. He taught natural science and sociology for nearly four decades,
served as an athletic coach, was dean of faculty for fifteen years, and was at

S1Davis was a fascinating study in contrasts: a man of almost patrician background and
extensive education who could work successfully with illiterate backcountry farmers; an
“active member of the Presbyterian Church” who was buried as a Catholic; a man with a deep
emotional commitment to overcoming white racism who nonetheless wrote a letter to his
superior asking for time off to participate in a Confederate States of America celebration,
saying that in his opinion slavery had not been central to the Civil War and that “My father
was stricken with Yellow Fever while on duty at Fort Fisher in its defense in ’63.” George E.

Davisto W. F. Credle, May 17, 1929, Correspondence of the Supervisor of the Rosenwald Fund,
Division of Negro Education Records.
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, TR
different times secretary and president of the Sta_te Teacherg Assoc1a_txori.
Though his focus was on the Biddle camp}t;s in ;halt{ pe.no(;l, ]I)):‘:Ii{: : Islg
involved in public schools through his wife, Marie (. ,
Eve:: ;r:"ianlcipal of the city’s black Fairview School.. Together‘ the coupl'e to%kta
leading rolein the establishment of summer institutes afc Biddle, t.iem,gt;s 1(:
provide supplemental training for the young teachers in the region’s blac
tary schools. ‘ . ) '
eleg)l/e?he tsilme he retired from teaching at Blddlfe in }920, Daws ha}(li t'll\;e
grown children, lived in a handsome two-story Victorian residence tl a (i
owned at the edge of campus, and controlled a numbexi) of profitab :prf}i:e
i i tirement, Davis gave
estate investments. Shunning a sedentary re . A\
fschools. He proved tobe a
fort of home for a second career as a bul}der o v
Ei(;leriess foot soldier of fund raising. Almost sm.gle-handedly, Davis genell:ate’d
support for schools among rural Afro-Americans across North Cal“o ina’s
0-mile length. '
50R:i:ing logcal black money for Rosenwald s.fc#ool}sil gas 1r.10 SIXI;I:IS?EE
farmers of North Carolina.
among the cotton and tobacco jcenant o e oms
to Rosenwald disciples Edwin R. Embrfae and Julia Wax S
[‘glac(l){s] felt that if no schooling or classes in olﬁ chuxﬁz_}lldbulldgzﬁzll";aéli (‘;)ie;
i h for their children.
ood enough for them, it was good enoug :
frust the white philanthropists -from t:he1 No‘;’tfhikw)}gt}sl};;t:llﬁ ::ies}; til:ii
thing for nothing, and especially to colore olks? ;
:ﬁl::e oi'r:;}gle money, would the white men keep their promise? And Negroes

s2Caldwell, History of the American Negro, IV, 52-54.
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OUR GOAL FOR 1928-29

A Better School & Better Facilities.

Financial Educational Rally

To Be Held At
White Store Colored School
Saturday, Feb. 18, 1928
For the purpose of raising money for a
new school building.

Many prominent visitors are expected to be present, in-
cluding Prof. R.W. Allen, County Supt. of Public Instruc-
tion, Miss Leila A. Kelley, Supervisor of Colored Schoaols,
Anson Co., Rev. W. W. Blair, P.E. of A.M.E. Zion Church
Wadesboro District.

Dr. George Davis, Agt. Rosenwald School Building Fund,
will be the principle speaker for the day.

Special program arranged. Free dinner served,

Program begins at 1 p. m.

Realizing the fact that the only medium through which
any race can achieve success is by its people, we are
inviting every community, school and church to be pres
ent in order that our goal might be successfully reached.

»

Chesleigh Walker, Principal
J. V. Crowder, Sec’y. G. C. Davis, Treas.

Grass-roots fund raising was a ke
Davis led hundreds of ralli
asm and raise money for
General Correspondence

Department of Public Instruction Records, State Archives.

y component in the Rosenwald effort. Dr. George E.
ies in rural black communities across the state to incite enthusi-
school building. These handbills announcing rallies are from the
of the Director, Division of Negro Education, North Carolina
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‘Rosenwald
! School
Bmldmgs ,

HURSUAY EVENING. JANUARY 12. 1928, at 7.30 P.M-. V,VALLACE. N,
F RIDAY AFTERNOON. JANQARY 18, 192& l$ 1.00 P.M., CHINQUANN, N, {3.
FRIDAY EVENING. JANUQRY 13, 1923, ﬂt 7;30 l?u-. FAISON, N C.

i

}M L TURN ER Supervlsor of Negru'Scho‘gls\t

\
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were so poor—how was it possible to get so much money? One hundred
dollars, two hundred dollars were fantastic sums to little communities of
impoverished Negroes.”’63 :

The requirements for black support were stiff by any standards. A four-
teacher Rosenwald school, for example, could cost $4,000, as much as a
middle-class suburban house. The Rosenwald Fund set maximum amounts
it would contribute to a building. It determined that sum according to the
number of classrooms rather than according to any particular proportions
between black and white or public and private funding. The fund budgeted
from $200 for a one-teacher structure to $2,600 for a six-teacher facility.4 In
practice, public funds from the local school board usnally paid just over half
the construction cost of a building. Local black private contributions and
the Rosenwald Fund split the remainder. Local white private contributions
generally were negligible; Rosenwald officials charged with promoting
white community participation were evidently satisfied by theinvolvement
of the white-dominated school board.

Davis spent most of the 1920s on the road, following unpaved farm lanes
from settlement to settlement to kindle the fires of education. “Travelled
approximately 1100 miles visited sixteen Rosenwald Schools. Helped in
raising $600.00 for Rosenwald Buildings. Addressed 2,000 people,” reads the
summary at the end of his monthly report for March, 1929.65 Davis
crisscrossed the state by automobile, seldom spending more than two days
in the same place, and sometimes not returning to his Charlotte home for

weeks.66

Sometimes an existing substandard school would provide the focus for
Davig’s efforts. Often he would begin afresh with the congregation and
elders of a country church. In a region where whites discouraged black
participation in nearly any organized activity, churches provided the single
strong institutional framework for Afro-American endeavors. For Davis,
using church connections to build schools must have seemed especially
natural. His own Presbyterian church had built in that manner the small
system of elementary-level schools that provided many students for Biddle
University.57

After Davis met with black leaders of a rural community and with county
school officials, a community-wide rally would be scheduled to begin fund
raising efforts. “FINANCIAL EDUCATIONAL RALLY to be held at
WHITE STORE COLORED SCHOOL Saturday, Feb. 18, 1928 for the
purpose of raising money for a new school building,” trumpeted one

S3Embree and Waxman, Investment in People, 43.

S4Embree and Waxman, Investment in People, 41, 42.

8“Report of Dr. George E. Davis . . . March 1929,” Special Subject File, Division of Negro
Education Records.

86“Report of Dr. George E. Davis . . . October 1922,” Special Subject File, Division of Negro
Education Records.

67Biddle maintained its own high school on its Charlotte campus until 1919. The high school
and the supporting prep schools may have been phased out because the Rosenwald schools
were supplanting them. Parker, Education for Black Presbyterians.
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68 A free dinner attracted a crowd, and a special

ion. Atthe
”? of disti i eakers talked up the need for educa_atlon.
P o R tore, the “prominent visitors” included the

in the community of White S : _
rWa}illjt,(: I:an.on County school superintendent, his deputy for black education,

and a Wadesboro AME Zion minister. Principal speaker for the afternoon
e E. Davis. . o
Wa: glf:?:l;isful rally yielded both cash donations z:lnd p‘iedge;.t l}?ealtsxli :iiig
i i first three decades o
in rural North Carolina during the . } o twentieth
i cially difficult for the blacks
century was a challenge, and it was especis el o i theis
were sharecroppers. Under the sharecropping sy - .
i . often no cash ever change
t harvest with a share of the crop; o
f;x?clllst ST?ms money for the Rosenwald schoolhouses was gathered a penny
and a ;1icke1 ,at a time. One North Carolinian observed in 1924:

surviving handbill.

- ¢
¢ ies” i i oney for a school building. An acre o
“Box parties” are often given to raise m ysale O o om thc school. In

be planted and the profits from the ] h

f:;tt?; sl:elci{ons ﬁogs and chickens are raised by thei'1 commtlmlty tos(;l‘)gi;:lyr:)}:)::gat:;
ildi i i unty, the people gave

buildings. At Lumber Bridge, in Robeson County the Dol g e o hauled

for framing and sheathing. This wa " ;
?jf:}(:(fail;l crwnv:): ieZ:t;s to a saw mill owned by themselves, sawed by bill, and laid down

on a school lot purchased with their own funds.®?

Davis visited each site again and again, offeritr_lg er:co:;zﬁ::xftntm a:;
i i n to
ere collected, then inspecting constructio .
ll)ilc?gegrfia‘ﬂi standards. In a 1931 report, Davis (l:%)rgmentéd api)r()“‘zlls‘r(;‘gllgdut;})l(;r;
isi ’ ] School in Robeson County:
areturn visit to Thompson’s Chape F 1 County und that
iti fter first inspection, lattice pu
additional blackboards were added a ; e put around
ildi i d considerable playground equip
the building between the pines, and c¢ ] round equipm oot
” 1 1d be stern with recalcitrant schoo -
Placed D, roi hville in Union County where paint,
same report listed a project at Marshville AV S
i ds were substandard or absent.
geating, desks, and blackboar S . sent. "Since 1t
i be provided if Rosenwald money we
seemed that only the seating would enwal oy were
i i i the contract signed in appl
ted, it was decided thatin asmuch as ; ;
5:::1 nf)t carried out to our satisfaction, to withdraw from the project, and the

amount asked for was withheld.” L

Completion of a Rosenwald !Jl.llldl
sometimes for a bit more fund ;allzmg. I
school: “The dedication was held main
they might secure money enough to run the school for an

ng was cause for a celebration and
Davis pragmatically wrote about one

ly to have the people present that
extra month.”7”!

. dq,
6sRepresentative handbills arein Correspondence of the Supervisor of the Rosenwald Fun
ivisi ion Records. !

Dlﬁ;g:pf?e}g{:oﬁEg%izhﬁzgm CBuilds for Himself,” Survey, LII (September 1,1924), 563-5617,

i i ““ Builds for Himself.” _ o
592’"}lfie;;:)xx?f?li)?tgle::gg%ﬁbggs .b{e.g]\l/l[oarch 1929,” Special Subject File, Division of Negro

Eé?‘?laliiggr?gg 0S;lsi}eorge E. Davis . . . March 1929,” Special Subject File, Division of Negro
Education Records.

VOLUME LXV, NUMBER 4, OCTOBER, 1988




416 THomAs W. HANCHETT

Davis expressed special pleasure in the opening of Long Creek School in
Pender County:

[T]he chairman of the County Board of Education, the white Committeemen of the
school and the principal and faculty of the white school of the community came out
and joined with the colored people in expressions of appreciation. The building was
filled to capacity and perhaps as large a number were at the windows and around the
doors and grounds. . . .

I think as much satisfaction over the building was shown by the large number of
white people present, most of whom were served dinner in the building, as by the
Negroes themselves. I was born within thirty miles of this place and I have known
the time that white people would have lost their social prestige among their fellows
had they been courageous enough to come out and dine. . . .72

Davis continued to visit schools after they began operating. He arrived
most often in March for “Rosenwald Day” exercises.” Fund officials
created that event because they recognized a need to “rearouse community
interest in schools, encourage the cleaning and beautifying of the school
buildings and grounds, and to raise money for needed repairs or additions to
equipment.””™ North Carolina published a pamphlet for teachers and
principals to guide the celebratory and practical activities. Rosenwald Day
continued to be observed well into the 1930s.

Through the efforts of Davis, Credle, Newbold, and thousands of local
citizens, Rosenwald schoolhouses spread thickly across North Carolina.
Eventually all but seven of the state’s 100 counties boasted at least one
Rosenwald facility.”® Rosenwald schoolhouses were more common in the
piedmont and the coastal plain, and rarer—though not unknown—in the
predominantly white counties of the Blue Ridge mountains in the western
part of the state.

Concentrations were highest in two areas. One was the so-called “Black
Belt” of tobacco counties in the northern coastal plain, particularly Halifax,
Edgecombe, and Warren counties, where black population equaled or even
exceeded white. Close behind the Black Belt were the counties that
constituted the heart of North Carolina’s cotton-growing region in the
southern piedmont: Anson County and Mecklenburg County.

Mecklenburg County furnishes a good example from which to explore the
establishment and day-to-day operations of Rosenwald schools. Mecklen-
burg erected twenty-six Rosenwald buildings by July 1, 1930, a somewhat

72“Report of Dr. George E. Davis . . . March 1929,” Special Subject File, Division of Negro
Education Records.

Rosenwald days occurred at various times in March, or sometimes in April, in different
North Carolina counties. “Report of Dr. George E. Davis ... March 1929,” Special Subject File,
Division of Negro Education Records; Rosenwald School Day Program: Negro School
Improvement Day (Raleigh: North Carolina Department of Public Instruction, 1937).

““Embree and Waxman, Investment in People, 52-53.

"*“Rosenwald School Building in North Carolina, from the Beginning until July 1, 1930,”
Special Subject File, Division of Negro Education Records. See also map in Report on
Schoolhouse Construction, Transportation, and School Libraries to July 1, 1932 (Nashville,
Tennessee: Julius Rosenwald Fund, 1932).
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na’s 100 counties had at least one Rosenwald
black farmers and sharecroppers gathered at
known) to contribute to Rosenwald schools.

it
Eventually all but seven of North Cs.iro

facility. Throughout the state an_d region,
thousands of meetings such as this one (site un
Photograph from the Julius Rosenwald Collection.

i i figure in line with the county’s
her number than most counties, but a . .
l‘t:igclfi)opulation.”ﬁ Mecklenburg in the 1910s and 1920ts rerqr\n}z:ulii ;ir;i;lti
i harlotte at its center. The
ably rural, despite the presence of C . i« e
’ ding agricultural producers, pa ;
long ranked among the state’s lea ) N cularly
i 1 i black population that charac

in cotton, and it had the sizable poor erize

"agri i i h 1920 and 1930 Mecklenburg’s
n agriculture in the period.”” In bot 920

iﬁrﬁl%ﬁackgs numbered just over 12,000, constituting around 30 percent of

i : d Research
«“ Schools in Mecklenburg County: Survey and |
Rt i’[etigdsenburg Historic Properties C?’mmlssmn, 198'17,
d Survey and Research Report. Seveﬁ‘al Wpeo;:i 2

> ; . o

helped locate the Mecklenburg schools, inc_ludn.\g Director Dan Mo_rnl.l an{dh ?ﬁi:ii egx('j Rgbert
H pd icks of the Charlotte-Mecklenburg HlsumcProp_ertlesCorqn'nsm_oxﬁ, e Reverand Bobert
S}‘:'nlrl Allan Purvis, and Charlotte Observer architecture critic Ric arPh a b il Carrol
Yoi‘li(egr’xd Wanda Hilfs graciously provided access to the records of the Physical
Office of the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Board of Educatg(‘)trﬁl howed Mecklenburg among North

7Uni icultural census figures consis . ) th
C;rglrilrll‘:g Stt)?efvggﬂy counties in the production of cotton, grain, and dairy produc

throughout the second half of the nineteenth century. In 1890 Mecklenburg was the state’s
number one cotton-producing county.

76Thomas W. Hanchett,
Report,” unpublished report, Ch‘?rlotte-
hereinafter cited as Hanchett, “Rosenwal
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the county’s nonurban population. Many worked as tenant farmers. “In
1920,” wrote economist Edgar T. Thompson, “61.9 per cent of Mecklenburg’s
farms were operated by tenants, and the percentage was higher than that of
85 other North Carolina counties.””® Rosenwald schools sprang up through-
out the county, but none was in the separate Charlotte school system, which
did not qualify for Rosenwald assistance because of its urban nature.

School construction began slowly with one-teacher facilities and pro-
gressed to larger structures as the program gained momentum. The first
Rosenwald projects in Mecklenburg came even before George Davis joined
the state program. State records show that in 1918-1919 Mecklenburg
citizens raised matching money for their first pair of one-teacher Rosenwald
schools.8% Another one-teacher unit followed in 1919-1920, and in 1920-1921
four schools were funded, ranging in size from one teacher to four teachers.

Creation of the Division of Negro Education in 1921 gave anew impetus to
the school building schedule and a trend toward larger structures. No more
one-teacher Rosenwald units were constructed in Mecklenburg after 1921,
as the county concentrated on two-, three-, and especially four-teacher
buildings.

Mecklenburg’s Rosenwald schools often stood near churches, several of
which were Presbyterian, probably thanks to Davis’s long-standing
Presbyterian contacts through Biddle University. Baptist, AME Zion, and
Methodist congregations also helped build schools. Other Mecklenburg
schools seem to have had no religious connection. At Billingsville, for
example, the black founders of that farm community, Sam and Alice
Billings, sold two acres of their own land to the county school board in order
to secure a Rosenwald facility.8!

All the schools were centers of small rural black settlements. Such
communities, now disappearing, were an important characteristic of the
rural landscape of the Carolinas in the first half of the twentieth century.
According to Davis, the Rosenwald program played a significant part in
their development: “Building good Rosenwald schools has helped to
stabilize industrial and social conditions by encouraging colored people to
own and build their own homes near such schools.”®2 Some of those
communities survive today in Mecklenburg County—Huntersville and
Rockwell, for example. Others are much altered, such as Billingsville (Grier
Heights) and especially Little Hope, which have become black suburban

County Population Trends: North Carolina, 1790-1969: State, Region, County, Residence,
Color (Raleigh: Published jointly by the Carolina Population Center of the University of North
Carolina and the North Carolina Department of Administration, 1969), 65.

""Edgar T. Thompson, Agricultural Mecklenburg and Industrial Charlotte: Social and
Economic (Charlotte: Charlotte Chamber of Commerce, 1926), 171, 195. Thompson noted that
the 1920 census reported Mecklenburg as having 150 black farm owners and 1,497 black tenant
farm families.

80“Rosenwald School Building in North Carolina, from the Beginning until July 1, 1930,”
Special Subject File, Division of Negro Education Records.

8William H. Huffman, “Billingsville School: Survey and Research Report,” unpublished
report, Charlotte-Mecklenburg Historic Properties Commission, 1985.

82Hart, “The Negro Builds for Himself,” 563-567, 596.
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-six Rosenwald buildings, a

ly, 1930, Mecklenburg County had grected twenty-six Ro : :

nu]ilyb(i‘ulz,rger than that of most counties but in keeping with the size of its b]ac]::l( FOP#:a

tion. Pictured here is Mecklenburg’s McClintock School,ha th;;ee-t];:acher Rtosentﬁ: Rez\i]g ;ny(i
ilding stands today on property owned l_)y a church whose pastor,

ggﬁe?tu lSh]illfliy (wearing the dark coat), appears in flrontf of theC ﬁc'h(;PI 1r£ thés p:;tgggi%l;

i dents: front, Christine Luster;
The other people shown are former McClintock stu , Christine Luster, seco U
ight) Shelby Foust, Lucille Stewart, Robert Foust, unidentified; thi s
(I}Ie::r:s ]:gidintiﬁed? George Reid; rear, Linwood Foust. Photograph (copyright, 1987) by

Diedra Laird, courtesy of the Charlotte Observer.

i f Charlotte with new brick ranch-style houses. Many have
fr:ﬁ(s)ﬁid(i)n the same way as McClintock, where only fields surround the old
school and church, and the descendants of the former tenant farmers now
drive from homes in Charlotte to worship each Sunc.lay. ' )

The Rosenwald schools clearly represented an improvement in basic
education for blacks in Mecklenburg County. Before-and-after pmturgfs
show the physical contrast between old, dark, tum'pled:dowp makeshift
schoolhouses and the large new buildings with tl_';elr big wmdows: Yet,
students who attended Rosenwald classes have bittersweet memories tg
share today. “The devotion started about 8:30. We sang .sor’l,gs, and we siﬁlg
the Lord’s Prayer, and the 23rd Psalm was always said,” recalls Shelby
Foust, a McClintock pupil in the 1920s. The schools had wooden benche;s
and desks facing a large blackboard in each classroom. One of t.hfa county’s
largest Rosenwald schools, McClintock was a four-teaqher facility, 80 tille
eight grades had to double up. According t(_) George Reid, a student in t he
1930s, “The teacher would have a few pupils in the second grade anfl afewin
the third grade. While she’d be teaching the second grade, the third grade
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would be studying.” Samuel Spears remembers the same practice at
Rockwell School in the 1920s: “You’d have one grade on one side of the room,
and one on the other, with an aisle in between. . . . The principal always
taught the oldest grades.”

Teachers maintained strict discipline. McClintock alumna Christine
Luster testifies that “There was a cloakroom where the children were
disciplined, and at that time children really had a lot of pride. It wasn’t the
anger type of pride; they did not want their peers to see them disciplined.”
Fellow pupil Linwood Foust recollects that “You really didn’t need to see the
discipline. You could hear the discipline.” Teachers used “a special kind of
hickory stick,” reports Shelby Foust. “Down behind the church there grew
some kind of red hickory that didn’t break. They kept them by the dozens.”

Despite the physical improvements offered by the Rosenwald structures,
conditions still remained spartan. The big windows, so important for light,
also meant chilly rooms in the winter. “When you got here, it was terrible.
You’d be so cold your fingers, they’d just ache like a toothache. Teacher,
she’d get a wash pan and put some cold water in it and you’d wash your
handsin that cold water,” recalls Lucille Stewart, who attended McClintock
School, 1930-1937.83 Dorthea Wallace, who taught at Clear Creek, 1930-1944,
revives a memory of arriving half an hour before school started to light a fire
in the stove in her classroom: “The kindling and the coal would already be
inside. After you would start the fire you would have to keep it going.” “We'd
put benches around the potbelly stove, and that’s how we’d stay warm,”

reflects Clear Creek alumnus Johnnie Lineberger. “We’d usually keep our
coats on.”’84

Mecklenburg’s black schools opened during the summer as well in order to
have a fall break for harvesting. Remembers Lucille Stewart, “When you
was going to school in August, you could go half a day, then you went home
and picked cotton.” Black schools closed completely from late August to
early October, but white schoels did not. According to longtime Clear Creek
principal Paris McCorkle, “We didn’t think about that much. Tt was just a
normal thing we did at the time.”

But black children keenly noticed the disparities between their schools
and white facilities. Christine Luster, a McClintock pupil, 1949-1952, still
feels it: “The thing that bothered me the most was I lived right behind the
white school. And every time I passed that school I wondered what
education was like inside.” Fellow student Linwood Foust, now a Charlotte
lawyer, found out. Playing basketball outside the white Steele Creek School,
he crept inside to the water fountain, only to be ordered out. “But you got to
see those shiny floors. They had tile!”

“Ten o’clock was recess, and we went outside to play,” says Shelby Foust.
“That gave us an opportunity to go to the bathroom. We only had outside
bathrooms, and we would have to line up because there wasn’t but two . . .

83Charlotte Observer, February 16, 1986; Author’s interview with Samuel Spears, graduate of
Rockwell School, February 11, 1987 (notes on interview in possession of author), hereinafter
cited as Spears interview.

84Charlotte Observer, February 7, 1983.
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holes.” At recess children played horseshoes, remembers Linwoo’d Foust:
“They weren’t the horseshoes you see now. They were true hor_ses s shoes,
the little ones. . . . We did sack races, ring-around-a-rgsy, the kind of game
that did not require any equipment. There was no equipment, so we created
es.”’85
Oulggzgllv%zﬁ; schoolhouses, like most rural schools in the South both black
and white, only offered education through the eightl? grade. In the early
days a black farm child in Mecklenburg County had virtually no chanqe to
go on to high school, unless the student was lucky enough to have relatlyes
to live with in Charlotte, where blacks could attend Second Ward High
School. After finishing eighth grade at Rockwell School, young .Samuel
Spears tried to go on to ninth grade at Second Ward by h1§chh1'k1ng and
walking to town every day. But one day, “It came to snow eight inches, or
more. I asked the teacherto let me out early because I ha}d such along way to
go, but the teacher wouldn’t let me go. I ended up walking the whole way—
couldn’t get aride. When I gothome I was froze. I -told my Mom and Dad, ‘I'd
like to go to school, but I can’t stand this.’ I’d like to been froze to death.
’s why I didn’t go to school no more.” '
T}gl}tli?dreg worked hgard for their eighth-grade ed.ucation in thef Rosenwald
buildings. But they found that schooling offered little opportl’mlty to escape
the life of a tenant farmer. “Where we was going, there wasn’t much hope,
muses Robert Foust. “The only thing a black person could do then was teach
i it in a black school.””%6 ‘
: llltlﬂgal::t, some of Mecklenburg’s leading black citi_zer_ls taught in the
Rosenwald schools. Robert P. Wyche, Jr., served as principal at Murkland
School in 1938. His distinguished parents were the Reverend Robert P.
Wyche, longtime pastor of the prestigious downt(,)wq Seventh Street
Presbyterian Church, and Isabella Wyche, Charlotte’s first black womag
school principal.87 James Henry Gunn was another noteworthy Rosenwal
teacher. By day he taught mathematics at Clear Creek School anq was
eventually elevated to principal. Nights and week.ends he conducted Jimmy
Gunn and His Dixie Serenaders, a popular big band that toured t,l;g
Southeast and even appeared nationally on radio’s. “Red Skel.ton Sh-ow.
Eugene Samuel (Genial Gene) Potts also co.mbmed te{ichlng with an
entertainment career. He taught at the Jonesville School in the late 1930s
and served as principal of Billingsville School, 193!?-1946. ‘About the same
time he debuted on Charlotte’s WGIV as the region’s first black radio

personality.

85Charlotte Observer, February 7, 1983; February 16, 1986.

86, i iew; Charlotte Observer, February 16, 1986. ) ]

5"%%31;2;::%?;: September 11, 1938; Greenwood, The Black Experience in Charlotte-

tion 4, p. 31.

Mgg‘{elflei’;f;‘rryg ;)?Scc;)(:)r:)ls,'l" notebooks, Communications Office, Charlotte-Mecklenburg School
Board, Charlotte, hereinafter cited as “History of Schools” notebooks; Charlotte News(i
Septen’xber 11, 1938; Charlotte Weekly South, February 4, 1982. For accounts of a concert an
dance by Gun;'l and his band in Columbia, South Carolina, see the Palmetto Leader (Columbia),

June 19, July 19, 1937.
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Another Mecklenburg County example is the four-teacher C i

. - aldwell School, seen h
photograph made shortly after it was constructed in 1924-1925. The building st:ndgr:ol(;‘a;
on N.C. Highway 73 near Lake Norman. From the Julius Rosenwald Collection.

B_eginning in 1928, the priorities of the Rosenwald foundation changed
Julius Rosenwald was nearing the end of his life, and he hired Edwin R.
Embree flrom the Rockefeller Foundation to take over administration of the;
fund, which the philanthropist had largely directed himself. Embree rapidly
ploveq the Rosenwald Fund away from school construction and toward
investigation and amelioration of a wide array of root problems underlying
bl{;\gk equality. “Within a year,” wrote Embree, “the Fund’s program
grlglnally concerned only with building rural schoolhouses, was enlarged t(;
include aid to high schools and colleges, fellowships to enable Negroes of
unusual promise to advance their careers, help to Negro hospitals and
health agencies, the development of county library service in the southern
states, and activities looking toward the distribution of medical services to
persons of moderate means.”s? Rosenwald grants to North Carolina during
the late 1920s and 1930s included pilot programs for rural library service in
Mecklenburg and Davidson counties, aid for purchase of school buses in
rural areas, and substantial support for the University of North Carolina

Press for its “courageous [work] in printi istributi
printing and distributing re
texts on southern problems.””%° g reports and

gig:gree ang‘\’}VVaxman,IInuestment in People, 33.

bree and Waxman, Investment in People, 34,73. The quotation is found i i

Belles, T}_xe Juhqs Rosenwald Fund: Efforts in Race Rglations, 1928-194&1355 ?&f;sglg:l?mil}

doqtora] dlssertatlpn, Vanderbilt University, Nashville, Tennessee, 1972), 53-54. Smith

gtut‘ljders of Goodwill, 106-108; Loui§ Round Wilson, County Library Service ;'n the S‘outh: A
udy of the Rosenwald Coun{!y Library Demonstrations (Chicago: University of Chicago

Press, 1935), 81, and see also v-vi. In its first four years, 1928-1932, the school bus program of the
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The shift from schoolhouse construction represented a significant de-
parture. In part, the Rosenwald Fund’s new emphasis was attributable to
Edwin Embree’s personal philosophy. A prolific writer on sociology and
race relations, he believed that the newly developing social sciences should
bebroadly applied to mankind’s problems.®! But the shift was alsotheresult
of some hard facts about the school construction program. Despite the
improvements brought by the Rosenwald Fund and its thousands of local
black contributors, black schools were falling further behind white ones.

Spurred on by the Rosenwald program, North Carolina’s investment in
black school buildings grew almost fourfold, increasing in value from $1.28
million in 1919-1920 to $4.53 million in 1927-1928. But white school boards
were upgrading white facilities even faster. In the same years the appraised
value of rural white schools rose from $10.69 million to $50.05 million, nearly
a fivefold increase. Indeed, the ratio between spending for white students
and spending for blacks continued to widen. In 1914-1915, for example,
North Carolina spent $2.77 per white pupil for every $1.00 per black student.
In 1932 the ratio had broadened to $3.11 per white pupil for every $1.00 per
black.?2

Edwin Embree kept the schoolhouse grants flowing as long as Julius
Rosenwald lived. But when the philanthropist died in 1932, Embree ended
the program.?? While the Rosenwald Fund continued its many other efforts
until 1948, the school-building program closed in July, 1932. In Nashville,
Samuel L. Smith kept his office alive for a few years, distributing school
plans, butin 1937 closed his doors and turned the plans over to the Interstate
School Building Service.%* In North Carolina, the Division for Negro

fund helped buy sixty-nine vehicles for North Carolina counties. “Negro Education in North
Carolina,” report, 1933, Special Subject File, Division of Negro Education Records.

91See, for example, Edwin R. Embree, Brown America: The Story of a New Race (New York:
Viking Press, 1931), hereinafter cited as Embree, Brown America; Edwin R. Embree,
Prospecting for Heaven: Some Conversations about Science and the Good Life (New York:
Viking Press, 1932). A recent comment on Embree’s career is found in John H. Stanfield,
Philanthropy and Jim Crow in American Social Science (Westport, Connecticut: Greenwood
Press, 1985), 97-118.

92Henry Allen Bullock, A History of Negro Education in the South, from 1619 to the Present
(Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1967), 180, hereinafter cited as Bullock, A History of
Negro Education in the South; “Public School Buildings,” report, ca. 1928, Special Subject File,
Division of Negro Education Records.

93While the decision to phase out school-building grants was made well before the Wall Street
disaster of 1929, the sharp decline of the fund’s endowment with the stock market crash did
hasten Embree’s movement away from construction funding. Embree and Waxman, Invest-
ment in People, 34-35. The demise of the Rosenwald Fund in the 1940s was part of Julius
Rosenwald’s original plan. “Believing that perpetual endowments could become a hindrance to
progress of the present generation,” Rosenwald had set a twenty-five-year limit on the
activities of the fund. Jerry L. Cross, “Julius Rosenwald: His Fund and His Schools, a Brief
Historical Sketch of the Rosenwald Fund and Black Education in the South, 1917-1948,”
unpublished report, Research Branch, Division of Archives and History, 1980.

ssEmbree and Waxman, Investment in People, 52. The Interstate School Building Service
was founded with Rosenwald assistance in 1928 to help state school planners share ideas. It
became part of the Division of Surveys and Field Services at Peabody College for Teachers.
Peabody later merged with Vanderbilt University, and the Division of Surveys is now the
Educational Services Department. The Interstate School Building Service evolved into the
still-active Interstate School Building Conference, an annual summer gathering in Nashville
of school facilities planners from across the United States.
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THE JuLIuS ROSENWALD FUND
SCHOOLHOUSE CONSTRUCTION MAP
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Education survived under N. C. Newbold, but without George E. Davis, who
soon retired, or William F. Credle, who returned from Nashville to take the
position of North Carolina director of schoolhouse planning. Across the
South a massive experiment in Afro-American education had ended.

Officially, the Rosenwald Fund discontinued school-building money lest
it become “a crutch rather than a stimulus.”? To Embree, however, the
program had taught a deeper lesson. Public-private partnership was not
enough to solve the South’s shortcomings in black schooling. By 1935
Embree was actively using the Rosenwald Fund’s resources to push for
federal aid to education. “The South has an abundance of children but scant
material wealth,” insisted a widely distributed Rosenwald publication
entitled School Money in Black and White. “A national equalization of
school expenditures would greatly benefit the poorer states. . . . Federal
Funds which are or may be made available for public education should be so
distributed so as to guarantee equity and to correct the present glaring
inequalities in the use of school funds between the children of the different
races.”’9%

Federal funds and federal pressure for equality were only part of the
answer. “The South is coming to realize that the cost of prejudice and
segregation is great both in money and dissipation ofenergy. Thereis extra
expense in having to maintain two school systems, dual libraries, separate
parks,” and other segregated facilities, Embree pointed out as early as
1931.97 As the years passed he became more blunt: “The Negro does not
receive educational opportunity equal to white students of the same
community in any separate school system. . . . Equality of educational
opportunity will be fully realized only when segregation is outlawed.”%

It remained to another generation of Americans to overturn segregation
and equalize educational opportunities for blacks, but the Rosenwald
schools served as vivid reminders of that era of segregated education more
than three decades after the end of the Illinois philanthropist’s school
building program. In the late 1930s and 1940s Mecklenburg County phased
out a few of its smallest Rosenwald schools. But not until the Supreme
Court’s Sweatt v. Painter decision in 1950 did white officials move in earnest
to upgrade rural black education. Even then, the last Rosenwald relics did
not close until 1966 as the Charlotte-Mecklenburg school system tried to
eliminate substandard schools for blacks before ordered to do so by the
courts.?® By then the NAACP’s legal attack on segregation, Supreme Court
rulings, pressure from black parents seeking an equal education for their
children, and the increasingly critical scrutiny of federal courts, which

sEdwin R. Embree, Julius Rosenwald Fund: Review for the Two- Year Period 1931-1933
(Chicago: Julius Rosenwald Fund, 1933), 31.

96School Money in Black and White (Chicago: Julius Rosenwald Fund, 1935), unpaged.

97Embree, Brown America, 230.

98Embree and Waxman, Investment in People, 56.

9] N. Wilson, “Mecklenburg County Schools, 1944- 1960,” undated report in the vertical files
of the Carolina Room of the Public Library of Charlotte and Mecklenburg County, Charlotte, 1,
11; Charlotte News, September 11,1938; Mecklenburg Times (Charlotte), June 5, 1952; “History
of Schools” notebooks. The city and county systems merged in 1960.
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culminated in the 1971 Swann case, spelled an end to the concept of “black
schools” and the inequality in facilities that had given rise to the Rosenwald
program.100 .

In retrospect, the Rosenwald program had constituted an important, but
limited, avenue for the advancement of black education during much of the
first half of the twentieth century. As a carefully conceived and well-
executed effort, of massive scope by private standards, it represented ‘“the
most influential philanthropic force that came to aid of Negroes at that
time.”1%1 By July 1, 1932, a total of 5,357 Rosenwald schoolhouses, shops,
and teacherages stood in 883 counties of fifteen states, erected at a total cost
of $28.4 million. The Rosenwald Fund’s donation of some $4.3 million had
sparked $4.7 million in black contributions. Local governments had in turn
spent $18.1 million, 64 percent of the total, with private local white
contributions making up the remaining 4 percent. In North Carolina, black
residents had contributed more than $666,000 toward the new Rosenwald
buildings.1°2 Those contributions plus Rosenwald money helped trigger an
increase in outlays of public tax money for black education. More of the
state’s black children now went to school, and they benefited from longer
school years and from better trained teachers. In the period 1915-1930
spending per black student increased fivefold in North Carolina,!03

As an outgrowth of Booker T. Washington’s strategy of enlisting
philanthropic aid, the Rosenwald classrooms provided generations of black
children with real educational opportunities, and a number of the schools
operated until after World War I1. In 1920, Robert R. Mouton, Washington’s
successor at Tuskegee, predicted hopefully that the school-building effort
would stir within the South an “awakened sense of greater responsibility,
not only on the part of public school authorities for Negro education, but . . .
[by] the people in general for more adequate educational provisions for the
Negro.”104 At the heart of Washington’s philosophy rested the belief that a
shift in southern white attitudes toward blacks could be achieved by
working within the South’s social system. In fact, Washington and
Rosenwald had to retain the goodwill of southern whites, because
philanthropic resources—large as they were—were too small to have much
effect unless substantially bolstered by local white appropriations.

1%°The struggle for black civil rights is beyond the scope of this article, but key studies of the
movement in the 1950s and 1960s include Bernard Schwartz, Swann’s Way: The School Busing
Case and the Supreme Court (New York: Oxford University Press, 1986), and Harvard Sitkoff,
The Struggle for Black Equality, 1954-1980 (New York: Hill and Wang, 1981). See also Kluger,
Simple Justice, and Metcalf, From Little Rock to Boston.

101Bullock, A History of Negro Education in the South, 139. For a similar analysis, see Carter
G. Woodson, The Rural Negro (Washington: Association for the Study of Negro Life and
History, 1930), 180-225.

12Embree and Waxman, Investment in People, 50-51. The total included 4,977 schools, 217
teacherages, and 163 shops. Report on Schoolhouse Construction, Transportation, and School
Libraries to July 31, 1932 (Nashville, Tennessee: Julius Rosenwald Fund, 1932).

193Bullock, A History of Negro Education in the South, 180. See also the Biennial Report of the
State Superintendent of Public Instruction (Raleigh: North Carolina Department of Public
Instruction, various years between 1915 and 1930).

104Dresslar, Report on the Rosenwald School Buildings, 4.
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Philanthropists could offer incentives for white-controlled sc_hool_boards Fo
increase appropriations for blacks but could impose no'sgnctlons ifthey did
not. Nor was there any way for blacks, stripped of political power through
disfranchisement, to bring pressure on white lawmaker§. .

So the Rosenwald Fund took care not to Offet.ld elite white southern
propriety and made no direct challenge tq segregation. Even when the fund
urged states to hire black officials, it specified that black Rosenwald ag(_ants
would literally labor in the field while white Rosenwald agentg received
opportunities for higher education and advancement. And, until the'late
1920s, the fund emphasized strengthening elementary sch.oql offgrmgs
rather than adding opportunities for high school. By prpwdmg. eighth-
grade educations, supplemented by “industrial” classes in farming and
home economics, Rosenwald schools educated studgnts to })e good farmers,
instead of giving them the capability to leave rural life. Ultlmatgly, _by 1932,
Rosenwald Fund officials had concluded that the transformation in black
education anticipated by Washington and his followers had not occurred
and that his method of conciliation and cooperation was not the route to
deep social change. Consequently, they ended the Rosenwald schoolhouse
gr’al“gflsay the Rosenwald school buildings that still survive in North .Caro;
lina and across the South stand as a testament to .Afro-Amerlcans
tenacious pursuit of education. The structures also symb(.)lu:e th'e short-term
efficacy of public-private partnership, as well as the limitations of Sl'lch
“yolunteerism.” Despite the significant improvemex}ts to black educatlo,n
made by the Rosenwald Fund, it nevertheless remained for the NAACB s
legal challenges and the powerful intervention of the fe('leral gm'/e'rnment in
the 1950s-1970s to win a measure of real success in providing equal

educational opportunities for Afro-Americans.

[APPENDIX FoLLOWS ON PAGES 428-444.]
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498 TaoMmas W. HANCHETT % TaE ROSENWALD SCHOOLS IN NORT
E County School Type Budget Year
1919-1920
. Ash Crumpler 2
Appendix . she
' | Avery Elk Consolidated 2 1921-1922
Rosenwald School Buildings in North Carolina i . 4 1924-1925
’ ¢ Beaufort Bayside 1918.1919
ca. 1918-July 1, 1930 Chocowinity 3 3
Leechville 2 1922-192
Pantego No. 1 4 }gggigg%
County School Type* Budget Year** Pantego ‘Ii\lo. 2 g 1920:1921
Alamance Arches Grove 1 1930-1931 Riverroa
Burlington 7 1929-1930 . d 2 1919-1920
Byrds 2 1923-1924 Bertie e 2 1929-1930
County Training 10 1928-1929 Cashie 2 1923-1924
Graham 4 1921-1922 Clarke’s 1 1924-1925
North Mebane 1 1919-1920 County Training 7 1920-1921
Pleasant Grove 6 1929-1930 Indian Woods 3 1927-1928
Rock Creek 2 19251926 Kelford 6 1927-1928
Unity 2 1919-1920 Mt. Ararat 1 1919-1920
Mt. Hermon 1 1922-1923
Alexander Happy Hollow (Plains) 1 1920-1921 Mt. Olive 2 1921-1922
Moser 1 1926-1927 Piney Woods Chapel 4 1924-1925
Third Creek 2 19261927 Pleasant Oak 1 1920-1921
. Roxobel No. 1 3 1920-1921
Anson Ansonville 3 1928-1929 Roxobel No. 2 7 1929-1930
Bepnett 2 1922.1923 Sams Chapel 1 1919-1920
Cairo ) 3 1925-1926 : St. Francis 2 1929-1930
Cedar Hill 2 19251926 ¢ Weeping Mary 1 19201922
County Training 8 1918-1919 5 Windsor 10 1928-1929
Deep Creek 2 19211922 Woodard 2 1928-1929
8unlap 4s 2 1928-1929 § 1027.1928
atewood Station 4 1921-1922 i 6 -
Green Hill 2 1929-1930 E Bladen Brisabethtown 10 1927-1928
Horne 1 1921-1922 Porterville 4 1925-1926
i—lough 2 1926-1927 1921-1922
ngram 2 1924-1925 5 ty Training No. 1 4 .
Lilesville No. 1 2 19231924  §  Drupswick 8‘;‘;2& Training No. 2 7 19231924 & 1927-1928
Lilesville No. 2 3 1928-1929 ] Leland 2 1927-1928
Little 3 1922-1923 & Long Beach 3 1926-1927
McFarlan 3 1929-1930 3 Long Wood 92 1927-1928
Morven 8 1928-1929 & Marsh Branch 2 1927-1928
Pee Dee 1 1927-1928 & Navassa 3 1926-1927
Piney Woods 2 1926-1927 Northwest 4 1925-1926
Polkton 3 19251926 ¢ Phoenix 3 1927-1928
Poplar Hill 1 19261927 ¢ Pine Level 3 1927-1928
Red Hill No. 1 1 1927-1928 St. Johns 3 1926-1927
Red Hill No. 2 1 1929-1930 ' 0971928
Salem 2 1924-1925 iloh 8 1927-1
Shady Grove 1 19271928 Buncombe Shilo 0251996
adesboro 10 1928-1929 Irathe Chapel 4 1925-
White Pond 3 1925-1926 Burke Morganton 6 1923-1924
Rock Hill 1 1926-1927
Rosenwald 2 1926-1927
*The type of school indicated the number of teachers at a facility. Willow Tree 2 1925-1926

**The budget year was the period in which the state of North Carolina allotted
money for the construction of a Rosenwald school or to make an addition.

NUMBER 4, OCTOBER, 1988
THE NORTH CAROLINA HISTORICAL REVIEW VOLUME LXV,




430

County

Cabarrus

Camden

Carteret

Caswell

Catawba

Chatham

Cherckee

Chowan

Clay

THoMAS W. HANCHETT

School

Belle Font
Bethel
Bethpage
Concord
Dry
Ebenezer
Harrisburg
Kannapolis
Mt. Pleasant
Rock Hill

Beleross
South Mills

Beaufort
Morehead
Newport

Beulah
Blackwell
Dotmond
New Ephesus
Yanceyville

Catawba
Maiden
Newton Consolidated

Gees Grove

Gum Springs
Haywood
Mitchell’s Chapel
Piney Grove
Pittsboro

Zion

Texana

Green Hall
Hudson Grove
St. Johns
Warren Grove
White Oak

Hayesville No. 1

Type

[y

=0 WO NN O~

N Y N S Y CH S I T

B BN S NN (]

—

Budget Year

1924-1925
1924-1925
1929-1930
1928-1929
1919-1920
1927-1928
1919-1920
1923-1924 & 1927-1928
1924-1925
1922-1923

1928-1929
1928-1929

1926-1927
1918-1919
1924-1925

1924-1925
1923-1924
1928-1929
1926-1927
1924-1925

1927-1928
1929-1930
1924-1925

1926-1927
1923-1924
1918-1919
1922-1923
1922-1923
1923-1924
1928-1929

1925-1926

1929-1930
1929-1930
1926-1927
1920-1921
1920-1921

1922-1923

THE NORTH CAROLINA HISTORICAL REVIEW

County
Cleveland

Columbus

Craven

Cumberland

Currituck

Dare

Davidson

Davie

School

Borders
Compact

County Training
Douglas
Ebenezer

Ellis Chapel
Green Bethel
King’s Mountain
Long Branch
Philadelphia
Shelby (C.T.S. No. 2)
Washington

Armour

Artesia
Chadbourn
Christian Plains
County Training
Delco

Evergreen
Farmers’ Union
Lake Waccamaw
Mt. Olive

Rose Hill

Spring Hill
Whiteville

Bucks

Cove City
Dover
Epworth

Ft. Barnwell
James City
North Harlowe

Antiock
Manchester
Mary E. King
Model
Pierce’s Hill
Savannah
Wade

Coinjock
Gregory
Moyock
Roanoke Island

Dunbar High
Lexington

Cooleemee
Mocksville
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Budget Year

1929-1930
1924-1925
1919-1920
1928-1929
1923-1924
1925-1926
1929-1930
1925-1926
1922-1923
1923-1924
1926-1927
1928-1929

1922-1923
1918-1919 & 1924-1925
1918-1919
1924-19256
1922-1923
1924-1925
1920-1921
1921-1922
1922-1923
1920-1921
1925-1926
1922-1923
1923-1924

1927-1928
1921-1922
1927-1928
1918-1919
1929-1930
1924-1925
1921-1922

1923-1924
1926-1927
1922-1923
1921-1922
1924-1925
1924-1925
1922-1923 & 1927-1928

1920-1921
1928-1929
1921-1922
1922-1923

1926-1927 & 1928-1929
1928-1929

1924-1925
1924-1925

i

L

s

i g
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County
Duplin

Durham

Edgecombe

THomas W. HANCHETT

School

Albertson
Chicquapin
Crow
Faison
Kenansville
Magnolia
Warsaw

Bahama
Bragtown
Hampton
Hickstown
Lakewood

Lillian

Mill Grove

Page

Peaksville
Pearsontown No. 1
Pearsontown No. 2
Rocky Knoll
Rougemont
Russell

Sylvan

Union

Walltown

Woods

Acorn Hill
Bellamy
Bryan
Chinquapin
Coakley
Dixon
Dogtown
Draughan
Harry Knight
Hickory View
Kingsboro
Lancaster
Lawrence
Leggett
Living Hope
Logsboro No. 1
Logsboro No. 2
Marks Chapel
Mt. Olive
Pittman Grove
Providence

St. Luke
Tarboro
White’s Chapel
Willa Grove
Wimberly

Budget Year

1919-1920
1921-1922
1921-1922
1925-1926 & 1927-1928
1926-1927
1928-1929
1924-1925

1925-1926
1926-1927
1923-1924
1924-1925
1922-1923
1924-1925
1924-1925
1929-1930
1926-1927
1923-1924
1929-1930
1925-1926
1920-1921 & 1925-1926
1926-1927
1925-1926
1923-1924
1924-1925
1926-1927

1922-1923
1922-1923
1923-1924
1922-1923
1924-1925
1924-1925
1923-1924
1924-1925
1923-1924
1926-1927
1922-1923
1924-1925
1923-1924
1924-1925
1924-1925
1921-1922
1923-1924
1924-1925
1924-1925
1925-1926
1926-1927
1923-1924
1923-1924
1921-1922
1922-1923
1924-1925
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County
Forsyth

Franklin

Gaston

Gates

Greene

School

Bellview

Old Richmond
Rural Hall No. 1
Rural Hall No. 2
Sunny Home

Catesville
Concord
Copeland-Perry
Franklinton
Gethsemane
Jones Hill
Lettuce Hall
Louisburg
Mapleville
Pilot

Rocky Ford
White Pine
Wilder Grove
Youngsville

Beaver Dam
Belmont
Bessemer City
Crowders Creek
Dallas

Jackson Knob
Lowell

Lucia

Mauney
McLean
Mildren Welmen
Mt. Holly

Mtn. Chapel
Ranlo

Sinai

South Point
Zion

Buckland
Corapeake
Hobbsville
Reids Grove
Reynoldson
Roduco
Sunbury

Knox

Red Hill

Snow Hill
Wattery Branch
Zachariah
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Budget Year

1920-1921
1925-1926
1920-1921
1928-1929
1920-1921

1928-1929
1921-1922
1921-1922
1928-1929
1922-1923
1925-1926
1924-1925
1928-1929
1925-1926
1925-1926
1928-1929
1927-1928
1928-1929
1928-1929

1927-1928
1921-1922 & 1928-1929
1927-1928
1922-1923
1921-1922
1923-1924
1922-1923
1923-1924
1923-1924
1923-1924
1924-1925
1923-1924
1924-1925
1925-1926
1923-1924
1923-1924
1923-1924

1919-1920
1928-1929
1920-1921
1927-1928
1920-1921
1920-1921
1928-1929

1918-1919
1920-1921
1924-1925
1920-1921
1918-1919
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uaget rear ¥
County School Type Budget Year County Scho.ol TyI;e ao51995
Guilford Beulah 2 1928-1929 Harnett Aneler  ad 2 1923-1924
Brown Summitt 6 1923-1924 Averasboro 2 1922-1923 :
Florence No. 1 2 1920-1921 the}f,a‘;lem 9 1929-1930 ]
Florence No. 2 5 1928-1929 Bunnlevel 3 1926-19% 2
Sl : E : i
Jonesboro 8 1923-1924 023 nsty Training 20 1922-1923 & 1926-1832 %
Mt. Tabor 1 1921-1922 : 2 1923-1 ¢
Persimmon Grove 4 19241925 Crecksville 2 1921-1922
Terra Cotta 4 1922-1925 Killin gford 4 1923-1923 3
L 1 1922-192 {
Halifax Airlie 2 1924-1925 Lillington No. } 1 19221923 :
Albert Tillery 2 1923-1925 Lillington No. 6 1927-1928
Allen Grove 2 1921-1922 Lillington No. 3 4 19261927
Bear Swamp 2 1924-1925 - L1858 1 1926-1927
Bloomfield 1 19231924 I‘N’I“rc.h‘;t";l 3 19221923
Chaloner 7 1923-1924 ornn 1 1926-1927
Chestnut 2 1924-1925 ga*‘(’idﬁ‘ﬁl 1 1920-1921
Day’s Cross Roads 2 1922-1923 ana ° 3 1926-1927 :
Dickens 2 1923-1924 Smith’s Grove 5 19221923
Dilclia 2 1921-1922 Stewart's Creck 1 1926-1927 i
Eastman (Medoo T 19191920 & 10951988 Yarboro (or Upper Little River) 2 10221923 i
Eden 2 1922-1923 W ille 4 1924-1925 ‘
Edgewood (Lt. Creek) 2 1924-1925 Haywood aynesvi )
Enfield 7 1924-1925 1922-1923
Eure 2 19251926 Henderson East Flat Rock 3
g:fxl;f tItfi;fe % }g;gigg(l) Hertford ga:?erine Haynes ; 1923-1924 & igggiggg :
Gold Mine 4 1926-1927 otton 2 1926-1927 |
Haywood 2 1922-1923 Mill Neck 2 1925-1926
Hobgood 3 1921-1922 Mt. Sinai 4 1918-1919
Ita 1 1924-1925 Murfreesboro 3 1920-1921 5
Lebanon 2 1924-1925 Pleasant Plains 3 1923-1924 i
Littleton 4 1926-1927 V“‘°’;mwn 9 1918-1919
Little Zion 2 1921-1922 aug . 8 1926-1927 4
London 2 1919-1920 Watcrs Training 1 1925-1926
Mary’s Chapel 2 1920-1921 e La 5
McDaniel 2 1922-1923 4 1919-1920 :
Mullens 2 19231924 Hoke Bamore 2 1923-1924
New Light 3 1924-1925 Millsides y 19231924 i
Pea Hill 2 1923-1924 Raeford e
Pine Chapel 1 1920-1921 - 1918-1919 3
Plesant Grove 2 1921-1922 Hyde County Training ; 1924-1925 %
Pleasant Hill 2 1922-1923 Ridge-Englehard ,‘
2 1921-1922 1927-1928
g::ll’lsq ;;:!id 3 1925-1926 Iredell 8}13?1?“3 Gr]({)ve g 1927-1928 y
Scotland Neck 8 1927-1928 ocdle Lree 3 1921-1922 & 1926-1927 'y
Spell Branch 2 1925-1926 E{lmw""d 2 1924-1925 ¢
Springfield 2 1924-1925 Orrows 9 1922-1923 i
Tabron 2 1923-1924 Neill Town 1923-1924 & 1926-1927 .
Terrapin 2 1924-1925 Piney Grove 3 - 1923.1924
Tillery 2 1923-1924 Rocky Knoll 3 1926.1927 ¥
Ward 2 1921-1922 Scotts 9 1920-1921 :
Weldon 6 19231924 Troutman 4 1920-1921 & 1926-1927 ¥
Weyman 2 19201921 & 1926-1927 Unity 9 1921-1922 §
White Oak 3 19231924 Woodrow ;
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County
Jackson

Johnston

Jones

Lee

Lenoir

Lincoln

Macon
Madison

Martin

McDowell

THomMmAs W. HANCHETT

School
Sylva Consolidated

Clayton

County Training
Four Oaks

Hodges Chapel
Kenly

Pineville

Princeton
Ransom’s Academy
Short Journey
Wilson Mills

Maysville
Myrtle Grove
Pollocksville
Trenton

Jonesboro
Mclver
Osgood
Sanford

Bank’s Chapel
Grifton
Kinston
LaGrange

Lincolnton

Mt. Vernon
Poplar Grove
Rock Hill
Rocky Hill
Tucker’s Grove

Chapel
Mars Hill

Bear Grass
Burroughs-Spring-Hill
Hamilton

Jones

Oak City

Williams Lower

Bridgewater
Marion Graded
Marion No. 2
Old Fort No. 1
Old Fort No. 2
Old Fort No. 3

Type
5

—
—

[VERT ) DL D~ O~ 00D

—_
O

—

[l SR el ) [o N CRJURVE)

[ ]

DOy W Lo N

DT WRO

Budget Year
1924-1925

1927-1928
1921-1922
1928-1929
1919-1920
1923-1924
1920-1921
1925-1926
1920-1921
1926-1927
1925-1926

1922-1923
1922-1923
1923-1924
1922-1923

1925-1926
1926-1927
1926-1927
1926-1927

1928-1929
1929-1930
1928-1929
1928-1929

1922-1923
1925-1926
1919-1920
1925-1926
1919-1920
1925-1926

1922-1923
1928-1929

1927-1928
1929-1930
1918-1919
1925-1926
1924-1925 & 1927-1928
1923-1924

1921-1922
1921-1922
1925-1926
1920-1921 & 1921-1922
1920-1921
1924-1925
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County
Mecklenburg

Montgomery

Moore
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School Type Budget Year
Ben Salem 3 1922-1923
Billingsville 4 1927-1928
Caldwell 4 1924-1925
Clear Creek 4 1925-1926
Ebenezer 1 1920-1921
Fiddlers 2 1920-1921
Haw Creek 3 1928-1929
Henderson Grove 2 1928-1929
Huntersville No. 1 3 1920-1921
Huntersville No. 2 4 1925-1926
Johns Chapel 2 1922-1923
Jonesville 1 1919-1920
Lawing 2 1923-1924
Little Hope 2 1928-1929
Long Creek 3 1926-1927
Lytle’s Grove 3 1927-1928
Matthews 4 1924-1925
McClintock 3 1922-1923
Murkland 4 1925-1926
Newell 3 1928-1929
Pine Grove 1 1918-1919
Pineville 4 1924-1925
Rockwell 4 1920-1921
Smithville 3 1922-1923
Woodland 4 1924-1925
Zoar 1 1918-1919
Candor 4 1925-1926
Leak’s 4 1924-1925
Mt. Gilead 4 1922-1923
Pekin 2 1927-1928
Piney Grove 3 1927-1928
Powell 2 1920-1921 & 1928-1929
St. Stephens 3  1919-1920 & 1923-1924
Troy 3 1926-1927
Wadeville 2 1919-1920
Zion-Wooley 3 1921-1922
Berkley 4 1920-1921
Bethlehem 2 1921-1922
Cameron 6 1922-1923
Carthage 6 1918-1919
Haw Branch 3 1924-1925
Ingram Branch 1 1923-1924
Jackson Hamlet 2 1928-1929
Lincoln Park (Addor) 4 1922-1923
Pee Dee 1 1924-1925
Pinehurst 6 1922-1923
Prosperity 1 1920-1921
Rockfish 1 1923-1924
Shady Grove 3 1924-1925
Tory Hill 1 1920-1921
West Southern Pines 9 1924-1925
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County
Nash

New Hanover

Northampton

Onslow

Orange

THoMmAs W. HANCHETT

School Type Budget Year
Avent 2 1923-1924
Bailey 2 1925-1926
Castalia 3 1921-1922
Easonburg 3 1926-1927
Evans 2 1919-1920
Jeffreys 5 1923-1924 & 1928-1929
Lewis Ricks 3 1927-1928
Little Raleigh 4 1926-1927
Mackin 2 1925-1926
Middlesex 4 1922-1923
Morgan 2 1925-1926
Nashville 8 1923-1924 & 1926-1927
Rawlins 4 1924-1925
Spring Hope 6 1922-1923
Taybron 2 1928-1929
Taylor-Shiloh 3 1926-1927
Whitakers 4 1923-1924
E. Wilmington 2 1920-1921
Masonboro 1 1920-1921
Middle Sound 2 1920-1921
Oak Hill 2 1920-1921
Scott’s Hill 2 1920-1921
S. Wilmington 1 1920-1921
Wrightsboro 2 1919-1920
Antiock 2 1925-1926
Brewers 1 1921-1922
Cool Springs 2 1929-1930
County Training 6 1918-1919
Cowles 1 1919-1920
Eagletown 2 1927-1928
Faison 1 1919-1920
Gaston 2 1923-1924
Holly Grove 1 1919-1920
Jackson 4 1919-1920
Lockhart 3 1923-1924
Nebo 1 1922-1923
Oak Grove 1 1919-1920
Pea Hill 2 1919-1920 & 1924-1925
Pendleton No. 1 3 1926-1927
Pendleton No. 2 5 1929-1930
Potecasi 4 1921-1922
Seaboard 6 1925-1926
Severn 3 1924-1925
Squire 1 1926-1927
Woodland 7 1925-1926
Duck Creek 1 1928-1929
Marines 1 1928-1929
Cool Springs 2 1921-1922
County Training 9 1924-1925
Efland 3 1924-1925
Gravely Hill 2 1920-1921

THE NORTH CAROLINA HISTORICAL REVIEW

County

Pamlico

Pasquotank

Pender

Perquimans

Person

Pitt

Polk

School

County Training
Florence

Holt’s Chapel
Messic

Elizabeth City
Model Practice
Newland
Winslow

Atkinson
Bowden
Canetock
Columbia No. 1
County Training
Currie

Laurel

Lee’s Chapel
Lillington
Long Creek
Maple Hill
Rose Hill
Scot’s Hill
Sloop Point
Vista

Hertford
Nicanor

Bethel Hill
County Training
Lee-Clay

Mill Creek No. 1
Mill Creek No. 2
(Lee Jeffers)
Olive Hill

Ayden
Bethel
Cherry Lane
Farmville

Fitzgerald High (Ayden)

Greenville
Harris
Pactolus
Pauls

Post Oak
Shelmerdine
Simpson

Coxes

Pea Ridge
Rosenwald
Tryon

Union Grove
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Budget Year

1920-1921
1920-1921
1921-1922
1920-1921

1928-1929
1921-1922
1918-1919
1919-1920

1919-1920
1921-1922
1921-1922
1921-1922
1920-1921 & 1927-1928
1926-1927
1921-1922
1923-1924
1921-1922
1928-1929
1926-1927
1919-1920
1926-1927
1921-1922
1926-1927

1923-1924
1927-1928

1923-1924
1920-1921
1921-1922
1919-1920

1923-1924
1922-1923

1919-1920
1925-1926
1918-1919
1922-1923
1926-1927
1919-1920
1923-1924
1919-1920
1920-1921
1923-1924
1921-1922
1922-1923

1923-1924
1920-1921
1921-1922
1922-1923
1923-1924




440

County
Randolph

Richmond

Robeson

Rockingham

TaHomas W. HANCHETT

School

Asheboro
Liberty
Pleasant Hill
Ramseur
Randleman
Staley
Trinity

Ashley Chapel
Beaver Dam
Chestnut-Mt. Airy
Cognac

East Hamlet
Ellerbe No. 1
Ellerbe No. 2
Green Chapel
Hoffman
Holly Grove
Liberty-Exway
Mark’s Creek
Morrison Grove
Norman
Perkins
Philadelphia
Pleasant Hill
Rockingham
Sandridge
Snow Hill
Wayman

Crystalite
Fairmont
Lumber Bridge
Marietta
Maxton
Panthers Ford
Parkton

Piney Grove
Proctorville
Rennert
Rowland
Shannon No. 1
Shannon No. 2
St. Pauls

Blue Creek
Elm Grove
Garrett Grove
Hayes Chapel
Leaksville
Madison
Sadler
Springfield
Stoneville
Wentworth

Type Budget Year

1926-1927
1927-1928
1921-1922
1927-1928
1920-1921
1919-1920
1923-1924

8

4

1

4

1

1

4

3 1923-1924
2 1924-1925
4 1922-1923
2 1925-1926
4 1925-1926
1 1919-1920
4 1926-1927
2 1925-1926
3 1924-1925
3 1926-1927
2 1929-1930
9 1926-1927
2 1924-1925
3 1926-1927
2 1922-1923
2 1929-1930
1 1920-1921
0 1922-1923 & 1926-1927
2 1926-1927
2 1925-1926
2 1918-1919 & 1926-1927

1920-1921
1927-1928
1923-1924
1925-1926
1921-1922
1923-1924
1925-1926
1928-1929
1926-1927
1923-1924
1926-1927
1920-1921
1927-1928
1918-1919

1928-1929
1922-1923
1920-1921
1928-1929
1927-1928
1923-1924
1921-1922
1919-1920
1922-1923
1924-1925

—
RNWHNOSON NN DO QOB O QO W OO W S QD

THE NORTH CAROLINA HISTORICAL REVIEW

County
Rowan

Rutherford

Sampson

Scotland

Stanly

Stokes

Surry

Swain
Transylvania

Tyrrell

School

Cleveland
North Spencer
Rockwell

Bostic
Forest City
New Hope

County Training
Garland
Roseboro

Snow Hill

White Oak

Allen Hill
Beaver Dam
Gibson

John’s

Julia Palmer
Matthews Chapel
Old Hundred
Rocky Ford
Silver Hill No. 1
Silver Hill No. 2
Snow Hill

St. Luke’s
Wagram

Zion Chapel

Cottonville
Kingville
New London
Norwood
Oakboro
Porter

Walnut Cove
Combstown
Mt. Ararat
Sandy Level
Woodville
Bryson City

Brevard

Alligator
Scuppernong
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Budget Year

1929-1930
1919-1920
1919-1920

1928-1929
1926-1927
1920-1921

1924-1925 & 1928-1929
1920-1921
1925-1926
1925-1926
1919-1920

1918-1919
1919-1920
1921-1922
1925-1926
1924-1925
1920-1921
1920-1921
1925-1926
1918-1919
1928-1929
1929-1930
1924-1925
1918-1919
1924-1925

1923-1924
1918-1919 & 1921-1922
1925-1926
1923-1924
1925-1926
1922-1923

1918-1919
1929-1930
1921-1922
1918-1919
1923-1924
1918-1919
1920-1921

1925-1926
1923-1924
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County

Union

Vance

Wake

TrHoMAS W. HANCHETT

School

Antioch
Clarksville
Craig

Flint Ridge
Gulledge
Hudson
Laney

Liberty
Marshville
Marvin
McCain
Newfoundland
Northville
Piney Grove
Redding Springs
Rock Hill
Waxhaw

Zion

Cephas Springs
Middleburg
Nutbush
Williamsboro
Woodworth

Auburn
Berry O’Kelly
Douglass
Friendship
Fuquay Springs
Holly Springs
Jeffreys
Knightdale
Middle Creek
Panther Branch
Pleasant Hill
Riley Hill
Sandy Fork
Shotwell

St. Mary’s

St. Matthews
Wakefield
Wake Forest
Wendell
White Oak
Zebulon

Type Budget Year

1918-1919
1922-1923
1923-1924
1923-1924
1923-1924
1924-1925
1924-1925
1926-1927
1919-1920
1923-1924
1924-1925
1922-1923
1918-1919
1925-1926
1926-1927

1922-1923

1924-1925
1928-1929

B0 = DO 0O I O D = DO s O e po

1920-1921
1926-1927
1926-1927
1924-1925
1920-1921

[ VLG I R,

1921-1922
1927-1928
1921-1922
1923-1924
1918-1919 & 1925-1926
1923-1924
1926-1927
1918-1919
1925-1926
1925-1926
1921-1922
1927-1928
1922-1923
1926-1927
1918-1919
1921-1922
1919-1920
1925-1926
1925-1926
1922-1923
1925-1926
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County
Warren

Washington

Wayne

Wilkes

School

Afton
Axtell
Bethlehem

Burchett’s Chapel

Coley Spring
County Training
Elams
Embro
Inez
Johnson
Liberia
Long
Marmaduke
Mayflower
Oakville
Old Well
Ridgeway
Shocco Chapel
Snow Hill
Stony Lawn
Sunrise
Thrift Hill
Vaughan
Warrenton
Young

Plymouth
Roper

Barnes Chapel
Buckhorn
Bunn

Dudley
Millers

Mt. Olive
Patetown
Pikeville
Roundabout
Sasser’s Mill
Springbank
Vail

County Training

Green Hill
Knottville
Ronda
Wilkesboro
Yadkin Valley
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Budget Year

1922-1923
1918-1919
1921-1922
1922-1923
1921-1922 & 1928-1929
1921-1922 & 1926-1927
1921-1922
1921-1922 & 1928-1929
1924-1925
1922-1923
1921-1922
1921-1922
1922-1923
1923-1924
1923-1924
1926-1927
1921-1922
1924-1925
1921-1922
1922-1923 & 1928-1929
1921-1922
1921-1922
1923-1924
1924-1925
1921-1922

1929-1930
1922-1923

1922-1923 & 1927-1928
1922-1923
1922-1923
1922-1923 & 1927-1928
1927-1928
1925-1926
1927-1928
1928-1929
1927-1928
1927-1928
1924-1925
1919-1920

1923-1924 & 1926-1927
1921-1922
1920-1921
1920-1921
1920-1921
1920-1921
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County
Wilson

Yadkin

County

Catawba
Columbus
Gaston
Halifax
Harnett
Jackson
Moore
Nash
Northampton
Pamlico
Pender

Pitt

Stanly
Stanly
Wake
Warren
Warren
Hertford (?)

County

Chowan
Hertford
Robeson
Wake
Warren
Wayne

THoMmas W. HANCHETT

School

Barnes
Evansdale
Holden’s
Jones Hill
Kirby’s Crossing
Lucania

New Vester
Rocky Branch
Saratoga
Sims
Stantonsburg
Williamson
Wilson
Yelverton

Huntsville
Yadkinville

Type

[a—y
RN WN WWND DN DN NN W

DD —

767

Total

Teachers’ Homes

School

Newton Consolidated

Whiteville

Belmont

Challoner School

County Training
Sylva

Aberdeen

Spring Hope
County Training
County Training
County Training

Cherry Lane School

Norwood
Kingville School
County Training

County Training (Wise)
Warrenton High School
Murfreesboro (?)

Shops

School

White Oak
Waters Training
Maxton

Berry O’Kelly
County Training
Goldsboro

Type

O = DD =t et

Budget Year

1921-1922
1925-1926
1929-1930
1929-1930
1920-1921
1920-1921
1925-1926
1920-1921
1925-1926
1928-1929
1925-1926
1920-1921
1927-1928
1925-1926

1921-1922
1918-1919

Budget Year

1924-1925
1923-1924
1924-1925
1929-1930
1921-1922
1924-1925
1922-1923
1922-1923
1922-1923
1918-1919
1922-1923
1921-1922
1925-1926
1922-1923
1921-1922
1924-1925
1926-1927
1927-1928

Budget Year

1927-1928
1927-1928
1927-1928
1927-1928
1928-1929
1929-1930

SOURCE: “Rosenwald School Buildings in North Carolina from the Beginning
until July 1, 1930,” Special Subject File, Division of Negro Education, North
Carolina Department of Public Instruction Records, State Archives, Raleigh.
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